
 

 

Building Ai Agents 
Learning to Code AI Agents and Build 
Autonomous Software Systems 

Executive Summary 
In an era where AI is reshaping industries and redefining what software can achieve, the 

ability to design, code, and deploy intelligent agents is becoming an essential skill for the 

modern developer. This book is your roadmap to mastering the art and science of building 

AI-driven systems that can think, adapt, and operate independently. 

Agentic AI represents the next frontier in artificial intelligence, moving beyond traditional 

reactive models to systems that exhibit autonomy, decision-making, and contextual 

awareness.  
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Executive Overview 
Introduction 

Welcome to Learning to Code AI Agents and Build Autonomous Software Systems, a guide 

crafted for software developers eager to explore the frontier of artificial intelligence and 

autonomous systems.  

Whether you're a seasoned programmer or a curious beginner, this book offers a hands-on, 

practical approach to creating AI agents and autonomous software. We’ll dive into the core 

concepts of machine learning, reinforcement learning, and agent-based architectures, 

demystifying the tools and techniques that power intelligent systems. From writing your first 

AI agent to designing complex, self-managing software, you’ll learn how to harness 

frameworks, algorithms, and real-world data to build systems that solve problems 

autonomously. 

Through step-by-step tutorials, real-world examples, and exercises, you’ll gain the skills to 

create AI agents capable of tasks like decision-making, environment interaction, and 

continuous learning. We’ll explore cutting-edge technologies, best practices, and the ethical 

considerations of building systems that operate with minimal human intervention. By the 

end, you’ll not only understand how to code AI agents but also how to architect software 

that anticipates, adapts, and thrives in dynamic environments. 

This book assumes a basic familiarity with programming concepts, but no prior AI 

experience is required. Whether you code in Python, Java, or another language, the 

principles and patterns here are universal, with examples tailored to bridge the gap between 

general software development and AI specialization. Get ready to expand your toolkit, 

challenge your thinking, and build software that doesn’t just follow instructions—it thinks for 

itself. 
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The Rise of AI Agents and 
Autonomous Systems 
Welcome to the world of AI agents and autonomous software systems—a domain where 

code doesn’t just execute commands but learns, adapts, and makes decisions. This chapter 

introduces the foundational concepts behind AI agents, their role in modern software 

development, and why mastering them is a game-changer for developers. We’ll explore 

what makes an AI agent, how autonomous systems differ from traditional software, and set 

the stage for the hands-on journey ahead. 

1.1 What Is an AI Agent? 

At its core, an AI agent is a software entity that perceives its environment, processes 

information, and takes actions to achieve specific goals. Unlike traditional programs that 

follow predefined logic, AI agents leverage intelligence—often powered by machine 

learning, reinforcement learning, or rule-based systems—to make decisions in dynamic, 

unpredictable settings. 

Consider a self-driving car: its AI agent processes real-time data from cameras, sensors, 

and GPS to navigate roads, avoid obstacles, and reach a destination. Or think of a chatbot 

that learns from user interactions to provide more accurate responses over time. These 

agents share three key traits: 

●​ Perception: They sense their environment through data inputs (e.g., sensor 

readings, user queries, or network signals). 

●​ Reasoning: They analyze data to make decisions, often using algorithms that learn 

from experience. 

●​ Action: They execute tasks, from sending a message to controlling a robot’s 

movements. 

AI agents can range from simple (a thermostat adjusting temperature) to complex (a trading 

bot optimizing a stock portfolio). As a developer, your role is to design agents that balance 

intelligence, efficiency, and reliability for specific use cases. 
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1.2 Autonomous Systems: Beyond Traditional Software 

Autonomous software systems take AI agents a step further by operating with minimal 

human intervention. These systems integrate multiple agents or intelligent components to 

manage complex tasks, self-correct, and adapt to changing conditions. Examples include 

drone swarms coordinating deliveries, smart grids optimizing energy distribution, or DevOps 

pipelines that automatically scale cloud resources. 

Traditional software follows a deterministic path: input leads to predictable output based on 

hardcoded rules. Autonomous systems, however, thrive in uncertainty. They use feedback 

loops, learning algorithms, and real-time data to evolve their behavior. For developers, this 

shift requires a new mindset—less about writing rigid logic and more about designing 

systems that learn and improve. 

1.3 Why AI Agents Matter for Developers 

The demand for AI-driven solutions is exploding. Businesses seek software that can 

automate complex processes, predict user needs, and operate at scale without constant 

oversight. As a developer, learning to code AI agents and autonomous systems opens 

doors to cutting-edge fields like robotics, IoT, finance, healthcare, and more. 

Here’s why this skillset is critical: 

●​ Market Demand: Companies like Tesla, Google, and Amazon prioritize AI talent to 

build everything from recommendation engines to autonomous vehicles. 

●​ Problem-Solving Power: AI agents tackle problems—like fraud detection or supply 

chain optimization—that are too complex for traditional algorithms. 

●​ Future-Proofing: As AI becomes integral to software, developers who understand 

intelligent systems will lead the next wave of innovation. 

1.4 The Building Blocks of AI Agents 

To code AI agents, you’ll need to understand their core components. While we’ll dive deeper 

in later chapters, here’s a quick overview: 
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●​ Environment: The world the agent operates in, such as a game, a network, or a 

physical space. Environments can be static (unchanging) or dynamic (constantly 

shifting). 

●​ Sensors: The agent’s way of perceiving the environment, like APIs, cameras, or 

user inputs. 

●​ Actuators: The mechanisms for taking action, such as sending commands, updating 

a database, or moving a robot arm. 

●​ Decision-Making Logic: The brain of the agent, often powered by machine learning 

models, rule-based systems, or reinforcement learning algorithms. 

●​ Feedback Loop: The process of learning from outcomes to improve future 

decisions. 

For example, a recommendation system (like Netflix’s) senses user behavior (watching 

history), decides which movies to suggest (using a machine learning model), acts by 

displaying recommendations, and learns from user clicks to refine its suggestions. 

1.5 Tools and Technologies 

Building AI agents doesn’t require a PhD, but it does demand familiarity with specific tools. 

As a developer, you’re likely comfortable with programming languages like Python, which 

dominates AI development due to its simplicity and rich ecosystem. Here are some key 

technologies you’ll encounter: 

●​ Programming Languages: Python (for its libraries like TensorFlow and PyTorch), 

Java, or C++ for performance-critical systems. 

●​ Frameworks: TensorFlow, PyTorch, or Scikit-learn for machine learning; ROS 

(Robot Operating System) for robotics. 

●​ Libraries: NumPy for numerical computations, Pandas for data manipulation, and 

Gym for reinforcement learning environments. 

●​ Platforms: Cloud services like AWS, Google Cloud, or Azure for scalable AI 

deployments. 
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Don’t worry if these sound unfamiliar—we’ll guide you through their setup and use in later 

chapters. 

1.6 Your First Step: A Simple Agent 

To ground these concepts, let’s outline a simple AI agent you’ll build in the next chapter: a 

game-playing bot. This bot will navigate a grid-based game, learn to avoid obstacles, and 

reach a target. It will use basic reinforcement learning to improve its strategy over time. By 

coding this agent, you’ll see how perception, reasoning, and action come together in 

practice. 

Here’s what you’ll need for this project (don’t worry about setup yet): 

●​ Python 3.x 

●​ A code editor (VS Code, PyCharm, or similar) 

●​ Basic libraries like NumPy and Gym 

This hands-on example will demystify AI concepts and show you how accessible agent 

development can be. 

1.7 Challenges and Ethics 

Building AI agents isn’t just about code—it’s about responsibility. Autonomous systems can 

amplify biases, consume vast resources, or make unintended decisions. As developers, we 

must consider: 

●​ Bias: If an agent learns from biased data (e.g., skewed hiring records), it may 

perpetuate unfair outcomes. 

●​ Transparency: Can users understand why an agent made a decision? 

●​ Safety: How do we ensure agents don’t cause harm in critical systems like 

healthcare or transportation? 

We’ll address these challenges throughout the book, equipping you to build ethical, robust 

systems. 
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1.8 What’s Next? 

This chapter has set the stage for your journey into AI agents and autonomous systems. In 

Chapter 2, we’ll roll up our sleeves and code your first AI agent, introducing key 

programming techniques and tools. You’ll learn how to structure an agent’s logic, handle 

real-time data, and test its performance in a simple environment. 

By the end of this book, you’ll have the skills to design sophisticated agents and deploy 

autonomous systems that solve real-world problems. Let’s dive into the code and start 

building the future. 

Exercises 

●​ Research a real-world AI agent (e.g., a virtual assistant or autonomous drone). 

Identify its environment, sensors, and actions. 

●​ Install Python and a code editor on your machine. Run a simple “Hello, World!” 

program to ensure your setup works. 

●​ Reflect: What excites you most about building AI agents? What challenges do you 

anticipate? 

Further Reading 

●​ “Artificial Intelligence: A Guide for Thinking Humans” by Melanie Mitchell 

●​ Online documentation for Python, TensorFlow, and Gym 

Get ready to code your first AI agent in Chapter 2! 
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Unset

Python

Building Your First AI Agent 
In this chapter, we’ll dive into the practical side of coding an AI agent. You’ll build a simple 

game-playing bot that navigates a grid-based environment, avoids obstacles, and learns to 

reach a target using basic reinforcement learning.  

This hands-on project introduces key concepts like agent design, environment interaction, 

and decision-making logic. By the end, you’ll have a working AI agent and a foundation for 

more complex systems. Let’s get coding! 

2.1 Setting Up Your Development Environment 

Before we start, ensure your development environment is ready. You’ll need: 

●​ Python 3.8 or later: Download from python.org if not already installed. 

●​ A code editor: VS Code, PyCharm, or any editor you prefer. 

●​ Libraries: We’ll use NumPy for numerical operations and OpenAI Gym (now 

maintained as Gymnasium) for the game environment. 

Run the following commands in your terminal or command prompt to install the required 

libraries: 

bash 

pip install numpy gymnasium 

Verify your setup by running this Python snippet in your editor: 

python 

import numpy as np 
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import gymnasium as gym 

print("Setup ready!" if np and gym else "Setup failed.") 

If you see “Setup ready!”, you’re good to go. If not, double-check your Python installation 

and pip commands. 

2.2 Understanding the Game Environment 

Our AI agent will play a simplified grid-based game called “GridWorld.” The environment is 

a 5x5 grid where: 

●​ The agent starts at position (0,0). 

●​ The goal is at (4,4). 

●​ Obstacles are at fixed positions (e.g., (1,1), (2,2), (3,3)). 

●​ The agent can move up, down, left, or right (one cell at a time). 

●​ The agent receives: 

●​ A reward of +100 for reaching the goal. 

●​ A penalty of -10 for hitting an obstacle. 

●​ A small penalty of -1 for each move (to encourage efficiency). 

The agent’s job is to learn a path to the goal while avoiding obstacles. We’ll use 

reinforcement learning (specifically, Q-learning) to teach it. 

2.3 What Is Q-Learning? 

Q-learning is a reinforcement learning algorithm that helps an agent learn by trial and error. 

The agent maintains a Q-table, a matrix that stores the expected future rewards for each 

state-action pair. Over time, the agent updates the Q-table based on its experiences, 

balancing exploration (trying new actions) and exploitation (choosing known good 

actions). 
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Python

For our GridWorld, the states are the agent’s positions (25 possible grid cells), and the 

actions are the four moves (up, down, left, right). The Q-table will be a 25x4 matrix, where 

each entry represents the value of taking a specific action in a specific state. 

Don’t worry if this feels abstract—we’ll see it in action soon. 

2.4 Coding the GridWorld Environment 

Let’s create a custom GridWorld environment using Gymnasium. Save the following code 

as gridworld.py: 

python 

import gymnasium as gym 

import numpy as np 

from gymnasium import spaces 

 

class GridWorldEnv(gym.Env): 

    def __init__(self): 

        super(GridWorldEnv, self).__init__() 

        self.grid_size = 5 

        self.action_space = spaces.Discrete(4)  # Up, down, left, right 

        self.observation_space = spaces.Discrete(self.grid_size * 

self.grid_size) 
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        self.obstacles = [(1, 1), (2, 2), (3, 3)] 

        self.goal = (4, 4) 

        self.reset() 

 

    def reset(self, seed=None, options=None): 

        super().reset(seed=seed) 

        self.agent_pos = [0, 0] 

        return self._get_state(), {} 

 

    def _get_state(self): 

        return self.agent_pos[0] * self.grid_size + self.agent_pos[1] 

 

    def step(self, action): 

        # Map action: 0=up, 1=down, 2=left, 3=right 

        moves = [(-1, 0), (1, 0), (0, -1), (0, 1)] 

        new_pos = [self.agent_pos[0] + moves[action][0], 

self.agent_pos[1] + moves[action][1]] 
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        # Check boundaries 

        if not (0 <= new_pos[0] < self.grid_size and 0 <= new_pos[1] < 

self.grid_size): 

            return self._get_state(), -1, False, False, {} 

 

        # Check obstacles 

        if tuple(new_pos) in self.obstacles: 

            return self._get_state(), -10, False, False, {} 

 

        # Update position 

        self.agent_pos = new_pos 

 

        # Check goal 

        if tuple(self.agent_pos) == self.goal: 

            return self._get_state(), 100, True, False, {} 

 

        return self._get_state(), -1, False, False, {} 
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Python

    def render(self): 

        grid = np.zeros((self.grid_size, self.grid_size), dtype=str) 

        grid[:] = '.' 

        for obs in self.obstacles: 

            grid[obs] = 'X' 

        grid[self.goal] = 'G' 

        grid[tuple(self.agent_pos)] = 'A' 

        print('\n'.join(' '.join(row) for row in grid)) 

This code defines: 

●​ A 5x5 grid with discrete states and actions. 

●​ Rules for movement, rewards, and penalties. 

●​ A render method to visualize the grid (A=agent, G=goal, X=obstacle, .=empty). 

Test the environment by running: 

python 

env = GridWorldEnv() 

env.reset() 

env.render() 
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Python

env.step(3)  # Move right 

env.render() 

You should see the agent move one step right in the grid. 

2.5 Coding the Q-Learning Agent 

Now, let’s build the AI agent using Q-learning. Save this code as agent.py: 

python 

import numpy as np 

from gridworld import GridWorldEnv 

 

class QLearningAgent: 

    def __init__(self, env, learning_rate=0.1, discount_factor=0.9, 

epsilon=0.1): 

        self.env = env 

        self.q_table = np.zeros((env.observation_space.n, 

env.action_space.n)) 

        self.lr = learning_rate 

        self.gamma = discount_factor 
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        self.epsilon = epsilon 

 

    def choose_action(self, state): 

        if np.random.random() < self.epsilon:  # Exploration 

            return self.env.action_space.sample() 

        return np.argmax(self.q_table[state])  # Exploitation 

 

    def learn(self, state, action, reward, next_state, done): 

        old_value = self.q_table[state, action] 

        next_max = np.max(self.q_table[next_state]) if not done else 0 

        self.q_table[state, action] = old_value + self.lr * ( 

            reward + self.gamma * next_max - old_value 

        ) 

 

def train_agent(agent, episodes=1000): 

    for episode in range(episodes): 

        state, _ = agent.env.reset() 

        done = False 
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        while not done: 

            action = agent.choose_action(state) 

            next_state, reward, done, truncated, info = 

agent.env.step(action) 

            agent.learn(state, action, reward, next_state, done) 

            state = next_state 

        if episode % 100 == 0: 

            print(f"Episode {episode} completed") 

 

def test_agent(agent): 

    state, _ = agent.env.reset() 

    agent.env.render() 

    done = False 

    while not done: 

        action = np.argmax(agent.q_table[state])  # Always exploit 

        state, reward, done, truncated, info = agent.env.step(action) 

        agent.env.render() 

        if done: 

 
 

AiBuilders.academy  | 17 

https://aibuilders.academy/


Unset

            print("Goal reached!" if reward > 0 else "Failed.") 

 

if __name__ == "__main__": 

    env = GridWorldEnv() 

    agent = QLearningAgent(env) 

    train_agent(agent) 

    test_agent(agent) 

This code: 

●​ Initializes a Q-table with zeros. 

●​ Implements choose_action to balance exploration (random moves) and exploitation 

(best-known moves). 

●​ Updates the Q-table in learn using the Q-learning formula. 

●​ Trains the agent for 1000 episodes and tests it by following the learned policy. 

Run the script: 

bash 

python agent.py 

You’ll see the agent train, printing progress every 100 episodes. During testing, the grid will 

display the agent’s path to the goal (or failure if it hits an obstacle). 
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Unset

2.6 Understanding the Results 

After training, the agent should navigate to the goal efficiently, avoiding obstacles. The 

Q-table now contains values reflecting the best actions for each state. If the agent doesn’t 

reach the goal consistently, try: 

●​ Increasing the number of training episodes (e.g., 2000). 

●​ Adjusting learning_rate (try 0.05–0.2) or epsilon (try 0.05–0.2). 

The render output shows the agent’s movement. A successful path might look like: 

A . . . . 

. X . . . 

. . X . . 

. . . X . 

. . . . G 

(Agent moves right, down, etc., to reach G.) 

2.7 Key Takeaways 

You’ve built your first AI agent! Here’s what you accomplished: 

●​ Created a custom game environment using Gymnasium. 

●​ Implemented Q-learning to teach an agent through rewards and penalties. 

●​ Balanced exploration and exploitation to learn an optimal policy. 

●​ Visualized the agent’s behavior in a grid world. 

This simple agent demonstrates the core principles of AI agents: perceiving an 

environment, making decisions, and learning from feedback. 
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2.8 Challenges and Extensions 

To deepen your understanding, try these exercises: 

●​ Modify the grid size or obstacle positions in GridWorldEnv. How does it affect the 

agent’s performance? 

●​ Add a new reward (e.g., +10 for passing near the goal). Retrain and observe 

changes. 

●​ Implement a decay for epsilon (e.g., reduce it over episodes). Does it improve 

learning? 

2.9 What’s Next? 

In Chapter 3, we’ll scale up to more complex environments and introduce machine learning 

models (like neural networks) to handle larger state spaces. You’ll also learn how to debug 

and optimize AI agents for real-world applications. For now, celebrate your first agent and 

experiment with the code to build confidence. 

Exercises 

●​ Run the agent with different learning_rate values (e.g., 0.01, 0.5). Note how 

training speed and performance change. 

●​ Visualize the Q-table values (e.g., print agent.q_table). Can you interpret the best 

actions for key states? 

●​ Research another reinforcement learning algorithm (e.g., SARSA). How does it differ 

from Q-learning? 

Further Reading 

●​ Gymnasium documentation: gymnasium.farama.org 

●​ “Reinforcement Learning: An Introduction” by Sutton and Barto (Chapter 1–2) 

Get ready to take your agent-building skills to the next level in Chapter 3! 
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Scaling Up: Complex Environments 
and Neural Network Agents 
In Chapter 2, you built a simple AI agent using Q-learning to navigate a small grid world. 

While effective for basic tasks, Q-learning struggles with larger, more complex environments 

due to its reliance on a Q-table, which grows exponentially with state and action spaces. In 

this chapter, we’ll scale up by introducing neural networks to approximate Q-values, 

enabling your agent to tackle richer environments. You’ll build an AI agent that plays a 

classic Atari-style game using Deep Q-Learning (DQN), a cornerstone of modern 

reinforcement learning. This hands-on project will deepen your understanding of agent 

design, introduce machine learning frameworks, and prepare you for real-world 

applications. 

3.1 The Limits of Q-Learning 

Q-learning works well for small, discrete environments like GridWorld, where the state 

space (25 grid cells) and action space (4 moves) are manageable. However, consider a 

real-world task like autonomous driving: the state space includes countless combinations of 

sensor data (camera images, radar, GPS), and the action space includes continuous 

controls (steering, acceleration). Storing a Q-table for such scenarios is impractical, and 

tabular methods like Q-learning can’t generalize across similar states. 

Enter Deep Q-Learning (DQN), which replaces the Q-table with a neural network. The 

network takes a state (e.g., a game screen) as input and outputs Q-values for each possible 

action. By training the network on experience, it learns to approximate Q-values, enabling 

agents to handle high-dimensional inputs like images and generalize to unseen states. In 

this chapter, you’ll use DQN to train an agent to play a game with visual inputs, a significant 

step toward real-world AI systems. 

3.2 Setting Up the Environment 

We’ll use the Gymnasium library again, this time with its Atari environments, specifically 

the game Pong. In Pong, your agent controls a paddle to hit a ball and score points against 
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Python

an opponent. The state is a sequence of game frames (pixel data), and the actions are 

moving the paddle up, down, or staying still. 

Install additional dependencies for Atari games and PyTorch (a popular machine learning 

framework): 

bash 

pip install gymnasium[atari] autorom 

pip install torch torchvision 

AutoROM --accept-license  # Installs Atari ROMs 

Test your setup with: 

python 

import gymnasium as gym 

env = gym.make("PongNoFrameskip-v4", render_mode="human") 

env.reset() 

env.render() 

env.close() 

You should see the Pong game window briefly appear. If you encounter issues, ensure your 

system supports graphical rendering or consult Gymnasium’s documentation. 

3.3 Understanding the Pong Environment 
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The Pong environment provides: 

●​ State: A 210x160x3 RGB image (game frame), preprocessed to reduce complexity 

(e.g., grayscale, resized to 84x84). 

●​ Actions: 6 discrete actions (0: no-op, 1: fire, 2: up, 3: down, 4: right, 5: left). For 

simplicity, we’ll focus on 2 (up) and 3 (down). 

●​ Reward: +1 for scoring, -1 for opponent scoring, 0 otherwise. 

●​ Termination: The episode ends after 21 points (we’ll limit training episodes for 

practicality). 

To handle image inputs, we’ll preprocess frames (stacking multiple frames to capture 

motion) and feed them to a neural network. This is a leap from GridWorld’s simple state 

representation but mirrors real-world tasks like robotics or gaming. 

3.4 Deep Q-Learning: How It Works 

DQN extends Q-learning by using a neural network to approximate the Q-function. Key 

components include: 

●​ Neural Network: Takes a state (stacked frames) and outputs Q-values for each 

action. 

●​ Experience Replay: Stores past experiences (state, action, reward, next state) in a 

memory buffer and samples them randomly to train the network, improving stability. 

●​ Target Network: A separate network, periodically updated, to compute stable 

Q-value targets during training. 

●​ Epsilon-Greedy Policy: Balances exploration (random actions) and exploitation 

(best predicted actions). 

The training process involves: 

●​ Collecting experiences by interacting with the environment. 

●​ Sampling batches from memory to train the network. 

●​ Updating the network to minimize the difference between predicted and target 

Q-values. 
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3.5 Coding the DQN Agent 

Let’s build a DQN agent for Pong. This code assumes basic familiarity with PyTorch; don’t 

worry if you’re new—we’ll explain key parts. Save the following as dqn_pong.py: 

python 

import gymnasium as gym 

import numpy as np 

import torch 

import torch.nn as nn 

import torch.optim as optim 

from collections import deque 

import random 

 

# Neural network for Q-value approximation 

class DQN(nn.Module): 

    def __init__(self, input_shape, n_actions): 

        super(DQN, self).__init__() 

        self.conv = nn.Sequential( 

            nn.Conv2d(input_shape[0], 32, kernel_size=8, stride=4), 
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            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Conv2d(32, 64, kernel_size=4, stride=2), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Conv2d(64, 64, kernel_size=3, stride=1), 

            nn.ReLU() 

        ) 

        conv_out_size = self._get_conv_out(input_shape) 

        self.fc = nn.Sequential( 

            nn.Linear(conv_out_size, 512), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(512, n_actions) 

        ) 

 

    def _get_conv_out(self, shape): 

        o = self.conv(torch.zeros(1, *shape)) 

        return int(np.prod(o.size())) 

 

    def forward(self, x): 
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        conv_out = self.conv(x).view(x.size()[0], -1) 

        return self.fc(conv_out) 

 

# Preprocess frames (grayscale, resize, normalize) 

def preprocess_frame(frame): 

    frame = frame[35:195]  # Crop relevant area 

    frame = frame[::2, ::2, 0]  # Downsample, take one channel 

    frame = frame / 255.0  # Normalize 

    return frame.astype(np.float32) 

 

# Stack frames to capture motion 

class FrameStack: 

    def __init__(self, stack_size): 

        self.stack_size = stack_size 

        self.frames = deque(maxlen=stack_size) 

 

    def reset(self, frame): 

        self.frames.clear() 
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        for _ in range(self.stack_size): 

            self.frames.append(frame) 

        return np.stack(self.frames, axis=0) 

 

    def append(self, frame): 

        self.frames.append(frame) 

        return np.stack(self.frames, axis=0) 

 

# Replay memory 

class ReplayMemory: 

    def __init__(self, capacity): 

        self.memory = deque(maxlen=capacity) 

 

    def push(self, state, action, reward, next_state, done): 

        self.memory.append((state, action, reward, next_state, done)) 

 

    def sample(self, batch_size): 

        return random.sample(self.memory, batch_size) 
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    def __len__(self): 

        return len(self.memory) 

 

# DQN Agent 

class DQNAgent: 

    def __init__(self, env, device="cpu"): 

        self.env = env 

        self.device = torch.device(device) 

        self.n_actions = env.action_space.n 

        self.frame_stack = FrameStack(4) 

        self.memory = ReplayMemory(10000) 

        self.batch_size = 32 

        self.gamma = 0.99 

        self.epsilon = 1.0 

        self.epsilon_min = 0.1 

        self.epsilon_decay = 0.995 
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        self.policy_net = DQN((4, 80, 80), 

self.n_actions).to(self.device) 

        self.target_net = DQN((4, 80, 80), 

self.n_actions).to(self.device) 

        self.target_net.load_state_dict(self.policy_net.state_dict()) 

        self.optimizer = optim.Adam(self.policy_net.parameters(), 

lr=1e-4) 

 

    def select_action(self, state): 

        if random.random() < self.epsilon: 

            return self.env.action_space.sample() 

        state = torch.FloatTensor(state).unsqueeze(0).to(self.device) 

        with torch.no_grad(): 

            q_values = self.policy_net(state) 

        return q_values.argmax().item() 

 

    def optimize(self): 

        if len(self.memory) < self.batch_size: 

            return 
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        batch = self.memory.sample(self.batch_size) 

        states, actions, rewards, next_states, dones = zip(*batch) 

 

        states = torch.FloatTensor(np.stack(states)).to(self.device) 

        actions = torch.LongTensor(actions).to(self.device) 

        rewards = torch.FloatTensor(rewards).to(self.device) 

        next_states = 

torch.FloatTensor(np.stack(next_states)).to(self.device) 

        dones = torch.FloatTensor(dones).to(self.device) 

 

        q_values = self.policy_net(states).gather(1, 

actions.unsqueeze(1)).squeeze(1) 

        next_q_values = self.target_net(next_states).max(1)[0] 

        target_q_values = rewards + (1 - dones) * self.gamma * 

next_q_values 

 

        loss = nn.MSELoss()(q_values, target_q_values.detach()) 

        self.optimizer.zero_grad() 

        loss.backward() 
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        self.optimizer.step() 

 

    def update_epsilon(self): 

        self.epsilon = max(self.epsilon_min, self.epsilon * 

self.epsilon_decay) 

 

def train_dqn(agent, episodes=100): 

    for episode in range(episodes): 

        raw_frame, _ = agent.env.reset() 

        state = agent.frame_stack.reset(preprocess_frame(raw_frame)) 

        total_reward = 0 

        done = False 

        while not done: 

            action = agent.select_action(state) 

            next_raw_frame, reward, done, truncated, _ = 

agent.env.step(action) 

            next_state = 

agent.frame_stack.append(preprocess_frame(next_raw_frame)) 

            agent.memory.push(state, action, reward, next_state, done) 
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            state = next_state 

            total_reward += reward 

            agent.optimize() 

            if done or truncated: 

                break 

        agent.update_epsilon() 

        if episode % 10 == 0: 

            print(f"Episode {episode}, Total Reward: {total_reward}, 

Epsilon: {agent.epsilon:.2f}") 

        if episode % 50 == 0: 

            

agent.target_net.load_state_dict(agent.policy_net.state_dict()) 

 

if __name__ == "__main__": 

    env = gym.make("PongNoFrameskip-v4") 

    agent = DQNAgent(env) 

    train_dqn(agent, episodes=100) 

    env.close() 
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Unset

3.6 Breaking Down the Code 

This code is more complex than Chapter 2, so let’s unpack the key components: 

●​ DQN Model: A convolutional neural network (CNN) processes stacked frames 

(4x80x80) through three convolutional layers and two fully connected layers to 

output Q-values for each action. 

●​ FrameStack: Stacks four preprocessed frames to capture ball and paddle motion, 

creating a state of shape (4, 80, 80). 

●​ ReplayMemory: Stores up to 10,000 experiences, sampling batches of 32 for 

training. 

●​ DQNAgent: 
●​ select_action: Uses an epsilon-greedy policy. 

●​ optimize: Trains the policy network by minimizing the mean squared error 

between predicted and target Q-values. 

●​ update_epsilon: Decays epsilon to reduce exploration over time. 

●​ Training Loop: Runs 100 episodes, collecting experiences, optimizing the network, 

and periodically updating the target network. 

3.7 Running and Observing Results 

Run the script: 

bash 

python dqn_pong.py 

Training may take hours on a CPU (consider a GPU for faster results). Every 10 episodes, 

you’ll see the total reward and epsilon value. Early on, the agent plays randomly (high 

epsilon), and rewards may be negative (opponent scores). Over time, as epsilon decays 

and the network learns, the agent should improve, occasionally scoring points (+1 rewards). 
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To test the trained agent, add this function to dqn_pong.py and call it after training: 

python 

def test_dqn(agent): 

    env = gym.make("PongNoFrameskip-v4", render_mode="human") 

    raw_frame, _ = env.reset() 

    state = agent.frame_stack.reset(preprocess_frame(raw_frame)) 

    done = False 

    total_reward = 0 

    while not done: 

        action = agent.select_action(state) 

        next_raw_frame, reward, done, truncated, _ = env.step(action) 

        state = 

agent.frame_stack.append(preprocess_frame(next_raw_frame)) 

        total_reward += reward 

        env.render() 

        if done or truncated: 

            break 

    print(f"Test Reward: {total_reward}") 
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    env.close() 

 

# After train_dqn(agent, episodes=100) 

test_dqn(agent) 

You’ll see the agent play Pong in real-time. A well-trained agent will move the paddle to hit 

the ball, though 100 episodes may not yield expert performance (professional DQN models 

train for millions of frames). 

3.8 Debugging and Optimization 

If the agent performs poorly, try: 

●​ More Training: Increase episodes to 500 or 1000 (requires patience or a GPU). 

●​ Hyperparameter Tuning: Adjust learning_rate (e.g., 5e-4), gamma (e.g., 0.95), or 

epsilon_decay (e.g., 0.99). 

●​ Preprocessing: Ensure frame preprocessing captures relevant game elements 

(e.g., ball and paddle). 

●​ Network Architecture: Experiment with more/fewer layers or neurons. 

To monitor training, log additional metrics like average Q-values or loss using tools like 

TensorBoard (PyTorch integration is straightforward). 

3.9 Key Takeaways 

You’ve built a DQN agent that processes visual inputs and learns to play Pong! You’ve 

learned: 

●​ How neural networks approximate Q-values for complex state spaces. 

●​ The role of experience replay and target networks in stabilizing training. 
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●​ How to preprocess high-dimensional inputs like game frames. 

●​ The basics of PyTorch for building and training neural networks. 

This project bridges simple reinforcement learning with modern AI techniques, preparing 

you for tasks like robotics or autonomous systems. 

3.10 Challenges and Extensions 

Deepen your skills with these exercises: 

●​ Modify the preprocessing (e.g., change the crop or resize dimensions). How does it 

affect performance? 

●​ Add a reward clipping mechanism (e.g., clamp rewards to [-1, 1]) to stabilize training. 

●​ Train the agent on another Atari game (e.g., Breakout). What changes are needed? 

●​ Visualize the policy network’s predictions (e.g., plot Q-values for a given state). 

3.11 What’s Next? 

In Chapter 4, we’ll explore multi-agent systems, where multiple AI agents interact in 

shared environments (e.g., cooperative or competitive tasks). You’ll learn how to coordinate 

agents, handle communication, and scale to real-world applications like swarm robotics or 

distributed systems. For now, experiment with your DQN agent and celebrate your progress 

in building intelligent systems. 

Exercises 

●​ Log the training loss using PyTorch’s SummaryWriter and visualize it with 

TensorBoard. 

●​ Research the original DQN paper by DeepMind (2015). What additional techniques 

(e.g., frame skipping) could improve your agent? 

●​ Test the agent with a fixed epsilon (e.g., 0.1). Does it play more consistently? 

Further Reading 
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●​ DeepMind’s DQN paper: “Human-level control through deep reinforcement learning” 

(Nature, 2015) 

●​ PyTorch documentation: pytorch.org 

●​ Gymnasium Atari部分 

Get ready to build collaborative AI systems in Chapter 4! 
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Multi-Agent Systems: Cooperation and 
Competition 
In the previous chapters, you built single AI agents that learned to navigate simple grids and 

play Atari games. Now, it’s time to scale up to multi-agent systems, where multiple AI 

agents interact in shared environments, either cooperating to achieve common goals or 

competing for limited resources.  

This chapter introduces the principles of multi-agent reinforcement learning (MARL), 

explores real-world applications like swarm robotics and autonomous traffic systems, and 

guides you through building a cooperative multi-agent system. You’ll code a team of agents 

that work together to solve a task, learning how to manage communication, coordination, 

and scalability. 

4.1 What Are Multi-Agent Systems? 

A multi-agent system (MAS) consists of multiple autonomous agents operating in a shared 

environment, each with its own perception, decision-making, and actions. Unlike 

single-agent systems, multi-agent environments introduce complexity due to agent 

interactions, which can be: 

●​ Cooperative: Agents work toward a shared goal, like robots assembling a product in 

a factory. 

●​ Competitive: Agents pursue individual goals, like players in a game of chess or 

stock-trading bots. 

●​ Mixed: Agents balance cooperation and competition, such as in team-based video 

games. 

Multi-agent systems are prevalent in real-world applications: 

●​ Swarm Robotics: Drones coordinating to map a disaster zone. 

●​ Traffic Management: Self-driving cars optimizing flow at intersections. 

●​ Gaming: NPCs (non-player characters) collaborating or competing with players. 
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●​ Distributed Systems: Microservices dynamically allocating resources in a cloud 

environment. 

In this chapter, we’ll focus on a cooperative task where multiple agents learn to achieve a 

shared objective, but we’ll also discuss competitive scenarios and how to adapt your code. 

4.2 Challenges in Multi-Agent Systems 

Multi-agent systems introduce unique challenges compared to single-agent setups: 

●​ Non-Stationarity: Each agent’s learning affects the environment, making it dynamic 

and harder to predict (e.g., one agent’s action changes the optimal strategy for 

others). 

●​ Coordination: Agents must align their actions, often requiring communication or 

implicit understanding. 

●​ Scalability: Training multiple agents increases computational demands, especially 

with large state/action spaces. 

●​ Credit Assignment: In cooperative tasks, it’s hard to determine which agent’s 

actions led to success or failure. 

To address these, we’ll use a centralized training, decentralized execution approach: 

agents train with shared information but act independently during deployment. This 

balances coordination and autonomy. 

4.3 The Task: Cooperative Navigation 

For this chapter’s project, you’ll build a multi-agent system where three agents navigate a 

10x10 grid to collect scattered treasures while avoiding obstacles. The agents share a team 

reward based on the total treasures collected, encouraging cooperation. The environment, 

inspired by multi-agent reinforcement learning benchmarks, is called 

CooperativeTreasureHunt. 

Key features: 
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●​ Environment: A 10x10 grid with 5 treasures (randomly placed) and 10 obstacles 

(fixed). 

●​ Agents: Three agents, each starting at random positions. 

●​ Actions: Move up, down, left, right, or stay (5 actions per agent). 

●​ State: Each agent observes its own position and the positions of treasures and 

obstacles. 

●​ Reward: +10 per treasure collected (shared across agents), -1 per move, -5 for 

hitting an obstacle. 

●​ Goal: Maximize total treasures collected within 50 steps per episode. 

We’ll use a simplified version of Multi-Agent Deep Deterministic Policy Gradient 
(MADDPG), a popular MARL algorithm that extends DQN to multiple agents with 

centralized training. 

4.4 Setting Up the Environment 

Ensure you have the dependencies from Chapter 3 (Gymnasium, NumPy, PyTorch). No 

additional installations are needed for this project. We’ll create a custom Gymnasium 

environment for CooperativeTreasureHunt. 

Save the following as treasure_hunt.py: 

python 

import gymnasium as gym 

import numpy as np 

from gymnasium import spaces 

 

class CooperativeTreasureHunt(gym.Env): 
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    def __init__(self, grid_size=10, n_agents=3, n_treasures=5, 

n_obstacles=10): 

        super(CooperativeTreasureHunt, self).__init__() 

        self.grid_size = grid_size 

        self.n_agents = n_agents 

        self.n_treasures = n_treasures 

        self.n_obstacles = n_obstacles 

        self.max_steps = 50 

        self.action_space = spaces.MultiDiscrete([5] * n_agents)  # Up, 

down, left, right, stay 

        self.observation_space = spaces.Box( 

            low=0, high=grid_size, shape=(n_agents, 2 + n_treasures * 2 

+ n_obstacles * 2), dtype=np.float32 

        ) 

        self.obstacles = [(2, 2), (3, 3), (4, 4), (5, 5), (6, 6), (2, 

7), (7, 2), (3, 8), (8, 3), (5, 7)] 

        self.reset() 

 

    def reset(self, seed=None, options=None): 
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        super().reset(seed=seed) 

        self.step_count = 0 

        self.agents = [self._random_empty_pos() for _ in 

range(self.n_agents)] 

        self.treasures = [self._random_empty_pos() for _ in 

range(self.n_treasures)] 

        return self._get_obs(), {} 

 

    def _random_empty_pos(self): 

        while True: 

            pos = (np.random.randint(0, self.grid_size), 

np.random.randint(0, self.grid_size)) 

            if pos not in self.agents and pos not in self.treasures and 

pos not in self.obstacles: 

                return pos 

 

    def _get_obs(self): 

        obs = [] 

        for i in range(self.n_agents): 
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            agent_obs = list(self.agents[i]) 

            for treasure in self.treasures: 

                agent_obs.extend(treasure) 

            for obstacle in self.obstacles: 

                agent_obs.extend(obstacle) 

            obs.append(np.array(agent_obs, dtype=np.float32)) 

        return np.array(obs) 

 

    def step(self, actions): 

        rewards = np.zeros(self.n_agents) 

        self.step_count += 1 

        done = False 

 

        for i, action in enumerate(actions): 

            # Map action: 0=up, 1=down, 2=left, 3=right, 4=stay 

            moves = [(-1, 0), (1, 0), (0, -1), (0, 1), (0, 0)] 

            new_pos = (self.agents[i][0] + moves[action][0], 

self.agents[i][1] + moves[action][1]) 
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            # Check boundaries 

            if not (0 <= new_pos[0] < self.grid_size and 0 <= new_pos[1] 

< self.grid_size): 

                rewards[i] = -1 

                continue 

 

            # Check obstacles 

            if new_pos in self.obstacles: 

                rewards[i] = -5 

                continue 

 

            # Update position 

            self.agents[i] = new_pos 

            rewards[i] = -1 

 

            # Check treasures 

            if new_pos in self.treasures: 
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                self.treasures.remove(new_pos) 

                rewards += 10  # Shared reward 

 

        # Check termination 

        if self.step_count >= self.max_steps or not self.treasures: 

            done = True 

 

        return self._get_obs(), rewards.sum(), done, False, {} 

 

    def render(self): 

        grid = np.full((self.grid_size, self.grid_size), '.', dtype=str) 

        for obs in self.obstacles: 

            grid[obs] = 'X' 

        for treasure in self.treasures: 

            grid[treasure] = 'T' 

        for i, agent in enumerate(self.agents): 

            grid[agent] = f'A{i}' 

        print('\n'.join(' '.join(row) for row in grid)) 
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This environment: 

●​ Initializes a 10x10 grid with 3 agents, 5 treasures, and 10 obstacles. 

●​ Provides observations as arrays containing each agent’s position, treasure positions, 

and obstacle positions. 

●​ Applies a shared reward for treasure collection and individual penalties for 

moves/obstacles. 

●​ Renders the grid (A0–A2=agents, T=treasures, X=obstacles, .=empty). 

Test it: 

python 

env = CooperativeTreasureHunt() 

obs, _ = env.reset() 

env.render() 

env.step([0, 1, 2])  # Example actions 

env.render() 

You should see the agents move and the grid update. 

4.5 Coding the Multi-Agent DQN 

We’ll adapt DQN from Chapter 3 to a multi-agent setting, where each agent has its own 

neural network but shares a replay memory for centralized training. This simplifies 

coordination by allowing agents to learn from the team’s collective experience. 

Save the following as multi_dqn.py: 

python 
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import numpy as np 

import torch 

import torch.nn as nn 

import torch.optim as optim 

from collections import deque 

import random 

from treasure_hunt import CooperativeTreasureHunt 

 

# Neural network for each agent 

class DQN(nn.Module): 

    def __init__(self, input_size, n_actions): 

        super(DQN, self).__init__() 

        self.fc = nn.Sequential( 

            nn.Linear(input_size, 128), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(128, 64), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(64, n_actions) 
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        ) 

 

    def forward(self, x): 

        return self.fc(x) 

 

# Replay memory 

class ReplayMemory: 

    def __init__(self, capacity): 

        self.memory = deque(maxlen=capacity) 

 

    def push(self, states, actions, rewards, next_states, done): 

        self.memory.append((states, actions, rewards, next_states, 

done)) 

 

    def sample(self, batch_size): 

        return random.sample(self.memory, batch_size) 

 

    def __len__(self): 
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        return len(self.memory) 

 

# Multi-Agent DQN 

class MultiDQNAgent: 

    def __init__(self, env, device="cpu"): 

        self.env = env 

        self.device = torch.device(device) 

        self.n_agents = env.n_agents 

        self.n_actions = env.action_space.nvec[0] 

        self.memory = ReplayMemory(10000) 

        self.batch_size = 64 

        self.gamma = 0.99 

        self.epsilon = 1.0 

        self.epsilon_min = 0.1 

        self.epsilon_decay = 0.995 

        self.policy_nets = [DQN(env.observation_space.shape[1], 

self.n_actions).to(self.device) for _ in range(self.n_agents)] 

        self.target_nets = [DQN(env.observation_space.shape[1], 

self.n_actions).to(self.device) for _ in range(self.n_agents)] 
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        for i in range(self.n_agents): 

            

self.target_nets[i].load_state_dict(self.policy_nets[i].state_dict()) 

        self.optimizers = [optim.Adam(self.policy_nets[i].parameters(), 

lr=1e-3) for i in range(self.n_agents)] 

 

    def select_action(self, state, agent_idx): 

        if random.random() < self.epsilon: 

            return random.randrange(self.n_actions) 

        state = torch.FloatTensor(state).to(self.device) 

        with torch.no_grad(): 

            q_values = self.policy_nets[agent_idx](state) 

        return q_values.argmax().item() 

 

    def optimize(self): 

        if len(self.memory) < self.batch_size: 

            return 

        batch = self.memory.sample(self.batch_size) 

        states, actions, rewards, next_states, dones = zip(*batch) 
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        for i in range(self.n_agents): 

            states_i = torch.FloatTensor(np.array([s[i] for s in 

states])).to(self.device) 

            actions_i = torch.LongTensor([a[i] for a in 

actions]).to(self.device) 

            rewards_i = torch.FloatTensor(rewards).to(self.device) 

            next_states_i = torch.FloatTensor(np.array([s[i] for s in 

next_states])).to(self.device) 

            dones_i = torch.FloatTensor(dones).to(self.device) 

 

            q_values = self.policy_nets[i](states_i).gather(1, 

actions_i.unsqueeze(1)).squeeze(1) 

            next_q_values = self.target_nets[i](next_states_i).max(1)[0] 

            target_q_values = rewards_i + (1 - dones_i) * self.gamma * 

next_q_values 

 

            loss = nn.MSELoss()(q_values, target_q_values.detach()) 

            self.optimizers[i].zero_grad() 

            loss.backward() 
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            self.optimizers[i].step() 

 

    def update_epsilon(self): 

        self.epsilon = max(self.epsilon_min, self.epsilon * 

self.epsilon_decay) 

 

def train_multi_dqn(agent, episodes=500): 

    for episode in range(episodes): 

        obs, _ = agent.env.reset() 

        total_reward = 0 

        done = False 

        while not done: 

            actions = [agent.select_action(obs[i], i) for i in 

range(agent.n_agents)] 

            next_obs, reward, done, truncated, _ = 

agent.env.step(actions) 

            agent.memory.push(obs, actions, reward, next_obs, done) 

            obs = next_obs 

            total_reward += reward 
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            agent.optimize() 

            if done or truncated: 

                break 

        agent.update_epsilon() 

        if episode % 50 == 0: 

            print(f"Episode {episode}, Total Reward: {total_reward}, 

Epsilon: {agent.epsilon:.2f}") 

        if episode % 100 == 0: 

            for i in range(agent.n_agents): 

                

agent.target_nets[i].load_state_dict(agent.policy_nets[i].state_dict()) 

 

def test_multi_dqn(agent): 

    env = CooperativeTreasureHunt(render_mode="human") 

    obs, _ = env.reset() 

    env.render() 

    done = False 

    total_reward = 0 

    while not done: 
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        actions = [agent.select_action(obs[i], i) for i in 

range(agent.n_agents)] 

        obs, reward, done, truncated, _ = env.step(actions) 

        env.render() 

        total_reward += reward 

        if done or truncated: 

            break 

    print(f"Test Reward: {total_reward}") 

    env.close() 

 

if __name__ == "__main__": 

    env = CooperativeTreasureHunt() 

    agent = MultiDQNAgent(env) 

    train_multi_dqn(agent) 

    test_multi_dqn(agent) 

4.6 Breaking Down the Code 

This code builds a cooperative multi-agent system with the following components: 

 
 

AiBuilders.academy  | 54 

https://aibuilders.academy/


Unset

●​ DQN Model: Each agent has a simple feedforward neural network 

(128-64-n_actions) to process its observation (agent position, treasure positions, 

obstacle positions). 

●​ ReplayMemory: A shared memory stores experiences for all agents, enabling 

centralized training. 

●​ MultiDQNAgent: 
●​ select_action: Each agent chooses actions using an epsilon-greedy policy. 

●​ optimize: Trains each agent’s network using shared rewards, treating the 

team reward as individual rewards for simplicity. 

●​ update_epsilon: Decays epsilon globally to reduce exploration. 

●​ Training Loop: Runs 500 episodes, collecting experiences, optimizing networks, 

and updating target networks every 100 episodes. 

●​ Testing: Visualizes the agents’ coordinated movements in the grid. 

4.7 Running and Observing Results 

Run the script: 

bash 

python multi_dqn.py 

Training takes a few minutes on a CPU. Every 50 episodes, you’ll see the total reward and 

epsilon. Early episodes may yield low rewards (e.g., -50 to 0) due to random exploration. As 

training progresses, the agents learn to coordinate, collecting treasures and achieving 

positive rewards (e.g., 20–50 if multiple treasures are collected). 

During testing, the render output shows the agents (A0, A1, A2) moving toward treasures 

(T), avoiding obstacles (X). A successful run might look like: 
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The agents should move purposefully toward treasures, ideally collecting all five before the 

50-step limit. 

4.8 Debugging and Optimization 

If the agents fail to coordinate or collect treasures, try: 

●​ More Training: Increase episodes to 1000 or 2000. 

●​ Hyperparameter Tuning: Adjust learning_rate (e.g., 5e-4), gamma (e.g., 0.95), or 

batch_size (e.g., 32). 

●​ Observation Design: Ensure agents receive enough information (e.g., add relative 

distances to treasures). 

●​ Reward Shaping: Add intermediate rewards (e.g., +1 for moving closer to a 

treasure). 
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To monitor training, log losses for each agent or visualize the number of treasures collected 

per episode. 

4.9 Key Takeaways 

You’ve built a cooperative multi-agent system! You’ve learned: 

●​ How multiple agents coordinate in a shared environment. 

●​ The basics of centralized training with decentralized execution. 

●​ How to extend DQN to multi-agent settings with shared rewards. 

●​ The challenges of non-stationarity and credit assignment in MARL. 

This project lays the groundwork for applications like swarm robotics, where agents must 

collaborate without constant human oversight. 

4.10 Challenges and Extensions 

Deepen your understanding with these exercises: 

●​ Modify the environment to include a competitive element (e.g., agents compete for 

treasures with individual rewards). How does it affect coordination? 

●​ Add explicit communication (e.g., agents share their intended actions in the 

observation). Does it improve performance? 

●​ Scale the environment to 5 agents or a 15x15 grid. What challenges arise? 

●​ Implement a reward-sharing mechanism (e.g., agents closer to a treasure get a 

larger share). Test its impact. 

4.11 What’s Next? 

In Chapter 5, we’ll dive into real-world deployment, exploring how to take AI agents from 

simulation to production. You’ll learn how to integrate agents with physical systems (e.g., 

robots), handle real-time data, and ensure robustness in unpredictable environments. For 

now, experiment with your multi-agent system and explore how coordination changes with 

different setups. 
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Exercises 

●​ Visualize the agents’ paths during testing (e.g., log positions to plot trajectories). 

●​ Research MADDPG or other MARL algorithms (e.g., QMIX). How do they differ from 

your approach? 

●​ Test the agents with a fixed epsilon (e.g., 0.0). Do they collect treasures 

consistently? 

Further Reading 

●​ “Multi-Agent Reinforcement Learning: Independent vs. Cooperative Agents” by Tan 

(1993) 

●​ OpenAI’s MADDPG paper: “Multi-Agent Actor-Critic for Mixed 

Cooperative-Competitive Environments” (2017) 

●​ Gymnasium documentation: gymnasium.farama.org 

Get ready to deploy your agents in the real world in Chapter 5! 
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Deploying AI Agents in the Real World 
In the previous chapters, you progressed from building a simple grid-based agent to coding 

a team of cooperative agents using multi-agent reinforcement learning. Now, it’s time to 

bridge the gap between simulation and reality.  

This chapter focuses on deploying AI agents in real-world applications, addressing 

challenges like real-time data processing, hardware integration, and robustness in 

unpredictable environments. You’ll work on a practical project: deploying an AI agent to 

control a simulated robotic arm for a pick-and-place task, with insights into transitioning to 

physical hardware. By the end, you’ll understand how to take your agents from code to 

production. 

5.1 From Simulation to Reality 

Simulations like GridWorld, Pong, and CooperativeTreasureHunt provide controlled 

environments to train and test AI agents. However, real-world deployment introduces 

complexities: 

●​ Noisy Data: Sensors (e.g., cameras, lidars) produce imperfect, noisy inputs. 

●​ Real-Time Constraints: Agents must make decisions within milliseconds. 

●​ Unpredictable Environments: Unlike simulations, real-world conditions (e.g., 

lighting, obstacles) vary unpredictably. 

●​ Hardware Integration: Agents must interface with physical systems like motors or 

network APIs. 

●​ Safety and Ethics: Real-world actions have consequences, requiring robust 

fail-safes and ethical considerations. 

To address these, we’ll use a sim-to-real approach: train in a high-fidelity simulator, then 

fine-tune for real-world deployment. This chapter’s project uses PyBullet, a physics 

simulator, to train an AI agent for a robotic arm, with guidance on adapting it to a physical 

robot. 

5.2 The Task: Robotic Pick-and-Place 
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Your project is to train an AI agent to control a robotic arm in a simulated environment to 

pick up an object and place it at a target location. This task mirrors real-world applications 

like warehouse automation or manufacturing. 

Key features: 

●​ Environment: A 3D workspace with a robotic arm (e.g., a 6-DOF manipulator), a 

graspable object (e.g., a block), and a target zone. 

●​ Agent: A single agent controlling the arm’s joints. 

●​ State: Joint angles, object position, and target position. 

●​ Actions: Continuous adjustments to joint angles (e.g., ±0.1 radians for each joint). 

●​ Reward: +100 for placing the object in the target zone, -1 per step, -10 for dropping 

the object. 

●​ Goal: Successfully pick and place the object within 100 steps. 

We’ll use Deep Deterministic Policy Gradient (DDPG), a reinforcement learning algorithm 

suited for continuous action spaces, and train in PyBullet. You’ll also learn how to prepare 

the agent for a physical robot. 

5.3 Setting Up the Environment 

Install PyBullet and dependencies (ensure you have Python, NumPy, PyTorch from previous 

chapters): 

bash 

pip install pybullet 

Test PyBullet with: 

python 
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Python

Python

import pybullet as p 

import pybullet_data 

p.connect(p.GUI) 

p.setAdditionalSearchPath(pybullet_data.getDataPath()) 

p.loadURDF("plane.urdf") 

p.disconnect() 

You should see a graphical window with a plane. If not, ensure your system supports GUI 

rendering or use p.connect(p.DIRECT) for non-graphical mode. 

5.4 Creating the Pick-and-Place Environment 

We’ll create a custom PyBullet environment for the robotic arm task. Save the following as 

pick_and_place.py: 

python 

import gymnasium as gym 

import pybullet as p 

import pybullet_data 

import numpy as np 

from gymnasium import spaces 
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class PickAndPlaceEnv(gym.Env): 

    def __init__(self, render_mode="human"): 

        super(PickAndPlaceEnv, self).__init__() 

        self.render_mode = render_mode 

        self.physics_client = p.connect(p.GUI if render_mode == "human" 

else p.DIRECT) 

        p.setAdditionalSearchPath(pybullet_data.getDataPath()) 

        p.setGravity(0, 0, -9.81) 

         

        self.action_space = spaces.Box(low=-0.1, high=0.1, shape=(6,), 

dtype=np.float32)  # Joint angle adjustments 

        self.observation_space = spaces.Box(low=-np.inf, high=np.inf, 

shape=(12,), dtype=np.float32)  # Joints, object, target 

        self.max_steps = 100 

        self.reset() 

 

    def reset(self, seed=None, options=None): 

        super().reset(seed=seed) 

 
 

AiBuilders.academy  | 62 

https://aibuilders.academy/


        p.resetSimulation() 

        p.setGravity(0, 0, -9.81) 

        p.loadURDF("plane.urdf") 

        self.robot = p.loadURDF("kuka_iiwa/model.urdf", [0, 0, 0], 

useFixedBase=True) 

        self.object = p.loadURDF("block.urdf", [0.5, 0, 0.1]) 

        self.target = [0.5, 0.5, 0.1] 

        self.step_count = 0 

         

        # Initialize joint positions 

        for i in range(p.getNumJoints(self.robot)): 

            p.resetJointState(self.robot, i, 0) 

         

        return self._get_obs(), {} 

 

    def _get_obs(self): 

        joint_states = [p.getJointState(self.robot, i)[0] for i in 

range(6)]  # 6 DOF 

        obj_pos, _ = p.getBasePositionAndOrientation(self.object) 
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        return np.array(joint_states + list(obj_pos) + self.target, 

dtype=np.float32) 

 

    def step(self, action): 

        self.step_count += 1 

         

        # Apply action to joints 

        for i in range(6): 

            curr_pos = p.getJointState(self.robot, i)[0] 

            new_pos = np.clip(curr_pos + action[i], -np.pi, np.pi) 

            p.setJointMotorControl2(self.robot, i, p.POSITION_CONTROL, 

targetPosition=new_pos) 

         

        p.stepSimulation() 

         

        # Check object position 

        obj_pos, _ = p.getBasePositionAndOrientation(self.object) 

        reward = -1 

        done = False 
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        # Check if object is dropped (z < 0) 

        if obj_pos[2] < 0: 

            reward = -10 

            done = True 

         

        # Check if object is near target 

        target_dist = np.linalg.norm(np.array(obj_pos) - 

np.array(self.target)) 

        if target_dist < 0.05: 

            reward = 100 

            done = True 

         

        # Check max steps 

        if self.step_count >= self.max_steps: 

            done = True 

         

        return self._get_obs(), reward, done, False, {} 
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    def render(self): 

        pass  # PyBullet handles rendering in GUI mode 

 

    def close(self): 

        p.disconnect() 

This environment: 

●​ Initializes a Kuka robotic arm, a block (object), and a target position in PyBullet. 

●​ Provides observations (6 joint angles, 3D object position, 3D target position). 

●​ Applies continuous actions to adjust joint angles. 

●​ Rewards successful placement, penalizes drops and steps. 

●​ Renders the 3D scene in GUI mode. 

Test it: 

python 

env = PickAndPlaceEnv() 

obs, _ = env.reset() 

env.step(np.zeros(6))  # Dummy action 

env.close() 
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You should see the robotic arm and block in a 3D window. 

5.5 Coding the DDPG Agent 

DDPG is ideal for continuous action spaces, combining an actor network (chooses actions) 

and a critic network (evaluates actions). We’ll use PyTorch to implement DDPG with 

experience replay and noise for exploration. 

Save the following as ddpg_pick_place.py: 

python 

import numpy as np 

import torch 

import torch.nn as nn 

import torch.optim as optim 

from collections import deque 

import random 

from pick_and_place import PickAndPlaceEnv 

 

# Actor network 

class Actor(nn.Module): 

    def __init__(self, state_dim, action_dim, max_action): 

        super(Actor, self).__init__() 
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        self.net = nn.Sequential( 

            nn.Linear(state_dim, 256), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(256, 128), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(128, action_dim), 

            nn.Tanh() 

        ) 

        self.max_action = max_action 

 

    def forward(self, state): 

        return self.max_action * self.net(state) 

 

# Critic network 

class Critic(nn.Module): 

    def __init__(self, state_dim, action_dim): 

        super(Critic, self).__init__() 

        self.net = nn.Sequential( 
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            nn.Linear(state_dim + action_dim, 256), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(256, 128), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(128, 1) 

        ) 

 

    def forward(self, state, action): 

        return self.net(torch.cat([state, action], dim=1)) 

 

# Replay memory 

class ReplayMemory: 

    def __init__(self, capacity): 

        self.memory = deque(maxlen=capacity) 

 

    def push(self, state, action, reward, next_state, done): 

        self.memory.append((state, action, reward, next_state, done)) 
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    def sample(self, batch_size): 

        return random.sample(self.memory, batch_size) 

 

    def __len__(self): 

        return len(self.memory) 

 

# DDPG Agent 

class DDPGAgent: 

    def __init__(self, env, device="cpu"): 

        self.env = env 

        self.device = torch.device(device) 

        self.state_dim = env.observation_space.shape[0] 

        self.action_dim = env.action_space.shape[0] 

        self.max_action = float(env.action_space.high[0]) 

        self.actor = Actor(self.state_dim, self.action_dim, 

self.max_action).to(self.device) 

        self.actor_target = Actor(self.state_dim, self.action_dim, 

self.max_action).to(self.device) 

        self.actor_target.load_state_dict(self.actor.state_dict()) 
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        self.critic = Critic(self.state_dim, 

self.action_dim).to(self.device) 

        self.critic_target = Critic(self.state_dim, 

self.action_dim).to(self.device) 

        self.critic_target.load_state_dict(self.critic.state_dict()) 

        self.actor_optimizer = optim.Adam(self.actor.parameters(), 

lr=1e-4) 

        self.critic_optimizer = optim.Adam(self.critic.parameters(), 

lr=1e-3) 

        self.memory = ReplayMemory(100000) 

        self.batch_size = 64 

        self.gamma = 0.99 

        self.tau = 0.005  # Soft update parameter 

        self.noise_scale = 0.1 

 

    def select_action(self, state, add_noise=True): 

        state = torch.FloatTensor(state).unsqueeze(0).to(self.device) 

        action = self.actor(state).detach().cpu().numpy()[0] 

        if add_noise: 
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            noise = self.noise_scale * np.random.normal(0, 1, 

self.action_dim) 

            action = np.clip(action + noise, -self.max_action, 

self.max_action) 

        return action 

 

    def update(self): 

        if len(self.memory) < self.batch_size: 

            return 

        batch = self.memory.sample(self.batch_size) 

        states, actions, rewards, next_states, dones = zip(*batch) 

 

        states = torch.FloatTensor(np.array(states)).to(self.device) 

        actions = torch.FloatTensor(np.array(actions)).to(self.device) 

        rewards = 

torch.FloatTensor(rewards).unsqueeze(1).to(self.device) 

        next_states = 

torch.FloatTensor(np.array(next_states)).to(self.device) 

        dones = torch.FloatTensor(dones).unsqueeze(1).to(self.device) 
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        # Critic update 

        next_actions = self.actor_target(next_states) 

        target_q = self.critic_target(next_states, next_actions) 

        target_q = rewards + (1 - dones) * self.gamma * target_q 

        current_q = self.critic(states, actions) 

        critic_loss = nn.MSELoss()(current_q, target_q.detach()) 

        self.critic_optimizer.zero_grad() 

        critic_loss.backward() 

        self.critic_optimizer.step() 

 

        # Actor update 

        actor_loss = -self.critic(states, self.actor(states)).mean() 

        self.actor_optimizer.zero_grad() 

        actor_loss.backward() 

        self.actor_optimizer.step() 

 

        # Soft update target networks 
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        for target_param, param in zip(self.actor_target.parameters(), 

self.actor.parameters()): 

            target_param.data.copy_(self.tau * param.data + (1 - 

self.tau) * target_param.data) 

        for target_param, param in zip(self.critic_target.parameters(), 

self.critic.parameters()): 

            target_param.data.copy_(self.tau * param.data + (1 - 

self.tau) * target_param.data) 

 

    def train(self, episodes=500): 

        for episode in range(episodes): 

            state, _ = self.env.reset() 

            total_reward = 0 

            done = False 

            while not done: 

                action = self.select_action(state) 

                next_state, reward, done, truncated, _ = 

self.env.step(action) 

                self.memory.push(state, action, reward, next_state, 

done) 
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                state = next_state 

                total_reward += reward 

                self.update() 

                if done or truncated: 

                    break 

            if episode % 50 == 0: 

                print(f"Episode {episode}, Total Reward: 

{total_reward}") 

        self.env.close() 

 

    def test(self): 

        env = PickAndPlaceEnv(render_mode="human") 

        state, _ = env.reset() 

        done = False 

        total_reward = 0 

        while not done: 

            action = self.select_action(state, add_noise=False) 

            state, reward, done, truncated, _ = env.step(action) 
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            total_reward += reward 

            if done or truncated: 

                break 

        print(f"Test Reward: {total_reward}") 

        env.close() 

 

if __name__ == "__main__": 

    env = PickAndPlaceEnv() 

    agent = DDPGAgent(env) 

    agent.train() 

    agent.test() 

5.6 Breaking Down the Code 

This code implements a DDPG agent for the robotic arm task: 

●​ Actor Network: Maps states to continuous actions, scaled by max_action (0.1 

radians). 

●​ Critic Network: Estimates Q-values for state-action pairs. 

●​ ReplayMemory: Stores up to 100,000 experiences, sampling batches of 64. 

●​ DDPGAgent: 
●​ select_action: Outputs actions with Ornstein-Uhlenbeck noise for 

exploration. 
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●​ update: Trains the actor (maximizes Q-values) and critic (minimizes TD error), 

with soft updates for target networks. 

●​ train/test: Runs 500 training episodes and a visualization test. 

●​ Training Loop: Collects experiences, updates networks, and logs rewards every 50 

episodes. 

5.7 Running and Observing Results 

Run the script: 

bash 

python ddpg_pick_place.py 

Training may take 10–30 minutes on a CPU (faster with a GPU). Every 50 episodes, you’ll 

see the total reward. Early episodes may yield negative rewards (e.g., -50 to -100) due to 

random actions or drops. As the agent learns, rewards should improve, ideally reaching 

+100 if the object is placed correctly. 

During testing, the PyBullet GUI shows the arm moving toward the block, attempting to 

grasp and place it. A successful run will show the block near the target ([0.5, 0.5, 0.1]). If the 

arm struggles, the block may fall (reward -10) or the episode may timeout (reward ~ -100). 

5.8 Transitioning to Physical Hardware 

To deploy this agent on a real robotic arm (e.g., a Kuka IIWA), consider these steps: 

●​ Hardware Interface: Use a framework like ROS (Robot Operating System) to send 

joint commands to the robot. Replace PyBullet’s setJointMotorControl2 with ROS 

publishers. 

●​ Sensor Integration: Replace simulated object/target positions with real sensor data 

(e.g., from a camera or lidar). Use libraries like OpenCV for vision processing. 
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●​ Domain Randomization: During training, vary simulation parameters (e.g., object 

size, lighting) to improve robustness to real-world variability. 

●​ Fine-Tuning: Collect real-world data to fine-tune the actor and critic networks, 

adjusting for sensor noise and hardware delays. 

●​ Safety Mechanisms: Implement emergency stops and joint limits to prevent 

damage. Validate the agent in a controlled setting before full deployment. 

For example, to integrate with ROS, you might modify the environment’s step method to 

publish joint commands via a ROS topic and subscribe to sensor data for observations. 

5.9 Debugging and Optimization 

If the agent fails to pick and place, try: 

●​ More Training: Increase episodes to 1000 or adjust batch_size (e.g., 128). 

●​ Hyperparameter Tuning: Experiment with learning_rate (e.g., 5e-4 for actor, 5e-3 

for critic), gamma (e.g., 0.95), or noise_scale (e.g., 0.05). 

●​ Reward Shaping: Add intermediate rewards (e.g., +1 for moving closer to the 

object). 

●​ Network Architecture: Increase layer sizes (e.g., 512 neurons) for complex tasks. 

●​ Simulation Fidelity: Add realistic physics (e.g., friction, weight) in PyBullet to mimic 

the real robot. 

Log metrics like actor/critic losses or average rewards to diagnose issues (use TensorBoard 

for visualization). 

5.10 Key Takeaways 

You’ve deployed an AI agent in a simulated robotic task, preparing it for real-world use! 

You’ve learned: 

●​ How to train agents for continuous action spaces using DDPG. 

●​ The role of high-fidelity simulators like PyBullet in sim-to-real transfer. 

●​ Strategies for integrating agents with physical hardware (e.g., ROS, sensors). 
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●​ The importance of robustness, safety, and fine-tuning in real-world deployment. 

This project equips you to tackle applications like industrial automation or autonomous 

vehicles. 

5.11 Challenges and Extensions 

Deepen your skills with these exercises: 

●​ Add a gripper to the arm in PyBullet (modify the URDF) and include grasping 

actions. How does it affect training? 

●​ Implement domain randomization (e.g., randomize object position or mass). Does it 

improve robustness? 

●​ Simulate sensor noise in PyBullet (e.g., add Gaussian noise to object position). 

Retrain and test performance. 

●​ Research a real robotic arm’s API (e.g., Kuka’s LBR iiwa). Outline how you’d adapt 

the code. 

5.12 What’s Next? 

In Chapter 6, we’ll explore ethical AI and robustness, focusing on building trustworthy 

agents that handle edge cases, avoid biases, and prioritize safety. You’ll learn techniques 

like adversarial testing and fairness-aware training, ensuring your agents are 

production-ready. For now, experiment with your robotic agent and explore sim-to-real 

techniques. 

Exercises 

●​ Log and visualize critic loss during training using TensorBoard. 

●​ Test the agent with no noise (add_noise=False) during training. Does it converge 

faster? 

●​ Research ROS integration with PyBullet. Write a pseudocode snippet for publishing 

joint commands. 
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●​ Read about sim-to-real techniques in robotics (e.g., NVIDIA’s Isaac Sim). How could 

they enhance this project? 

Further Reading 

●​ “Deep Deterministic Policy Gradient” by Lillicrap et al. (2015) 

●​ PyBullet documentation: pybullet.org 

●​ ROS tutorials: ros.org 

●​ “Domain Randomization for Transferring Deep Neural Networks” by Tobin et al. 

(2017) 

Get ready to build ethical, robust AI systems in Chapter 6! 
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Ethical AI and Robustness in 
Autonomous Systems 
In the previous chapters, you built AI agents that progressed from simple grid navigation to 

controlling a robotic arm in a simulated environment. As you prepare to deploy such agents 

in the real world, ensuring their robustness and ethical behavior becomes critical.  

This chapter explores how to design trustworthy AI agents that handle edge cases, avoid 

biases, prioritize safety, and align with ethical principles. You’ll work on a project that 

enhances the robotic pick-and-place agent from Chapter 5 with adversarial testing and 

fairness-aware training, ensuring it performs reliably in challenging scenarios. By the end, 

you’ll have the tools to build autonomous systems that are both effective and responsible. 

6.1 Why Ethics and Robustness Matter 

AI agents, especially in autonomous systems, interact with complex, unpredictable 

environments and impact human lives. A poorly designed agent can cause harm, amplify 

biases, or fail under stress. Key concerns include: 

●​ Robustness: Can the agent handle unexpected inputs, noise, or adversarial attacks 

(e.g., manipulated sensor data)? 

●​ Fairness: Does the agent treat all users or scenarios equitably, avoiding biases in 

training data or decision-making? 

●​ Safety: Can the agent avoid catastrophic failures in critical applications like 

healthcare or transportation? 

●​ Transparency: Can users understand the agent’s decisions, fostering trust? 

●​ Accountability: Who is responsible if the agent causes harm? 

This chapter focuses on practical techniques to address these concerns, using the robotic 

pick-and-place task as a case study. You’ll learn to test for robustness, mitigate biases, and 

implement safety constraints, preparing your agents for production environments. 

6.2 The Task: Enhancing the Robotic Agent 
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You’ll revisit the robotic pick-and-place agent from Chapter 5, which used DDPG to control a 

robotic arm in PyBullet. The goal is to make it robust and ethical by: 

●​ Adversarial Testing: Simulate sensor noise and environmental disruptions to test 

the agent’s resilience. 

●​ Fairness-Aware Training: Ensure the agent performs consistently across varied 

object types (e.g., different sizes or weights). 

●​ Safety Constraints: Add joint limits and collision avoidance to prevent damage. 

●​ Transparency: Log decision-making for interpretability. 

The enhanced environment will include: 

●​ Noisy Sensors: Random perturbations to object position observations. 

●​ Varied Objects: Objects with randomized sizes and weights. 

●​ Safety Zones: Restricted areas where the arm must avoid moving. 

6.3 Setting Up the Environment 

You’ll extend the PickAndPlaceEnv from Chapter 5. Ensure you have PyBullet, NumPy, and 

PyTorch installed (see Chapter 5 for setup). Save the updated environment as 

robust_pick_and_place.py: 

python 

import gymnasium as gym 

import pybullet as p 

import pybullet_data 

import numpy as np 

from gymnasium import spaces 
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class RobustPickAndPlaceEnv(gym.Env): 

    def __init__(self, render_mode="human"): 

        super(RobustPickAndPlaceEnv, self).__init__() 

        self.render_mode = render_mode 

        self.physics_client = p.connect(p.GUI if render_mode == "human" 

else p.DIRECT) 

        p.setAdditionalSearchPath(pybullet_data.getDataPath()) 

        p.setGravity(0, 0, -9.81) 

         

        self.action_space = spaces.Box(low=-0.1, high=0.1, shape=(6,), 

dtype=np.float32) 

        self.observation_space = spaces.Box(low=-np.inf, high=np.inf, 

shape=(12,), dtype=np.float32) 

        self.max_steps = 100 

        self.noise_level = 0.05  # Sensor noise 

        self.safety_zone = [(0.2, 0.8), (0.2, 0.8), (0.0, 0.5)]  # 

Restricted area (x, y, z) 

        self.reset() 
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    def reset(self, seed=None, options=None): 

        super().reset(seed=seed) 

        p.resetSimulation() 

        p.setGravity(0, 0, -9.81) 

        p.loadURDF("plane.urdf") 

        self.robot = p.loadURDF("kuka_iiwa/model.urdf", [0, 0, 0], 

useFixedBase=True) 

         

        # Randomize object properties 

        self.object_scale = np.random.uniform(0.5, 1.5)  # Random size 

        self.object_mass = np.random.uniform(0.1, 1.0)  # Random mass 

        self.object = p.loadURDF("block.urdf", [0.5, 0, 0.1], 

globalScaling=self.object_scale) 

        p.changeDynamics(self.object, -1, mass=self.object_mass) 

         

        self.target = [0.5, 0.5, 0.1] 

        self.step_count = 0 
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        for i in range(p.getNumJoints(self.robot)): 

            p.resetJointState(self.robot, i, 0) 

         

        return self._get_obs(), {} 

 

    def _get_obs(self): 

        joint_states = [p.getJointState(self.robot, i)[0] for i in 

range(6)] 

        obj_pos, _ = p.getBasePositionAndOrientation(self.object) 

        # Add sensor noise 

        noisy_obj_pos = np.array(obj_pos) + np.random.normal(0, 

self.noise_level, 3) 

        return np.array(joint_states + list(noisy_obj_pos) + 

self.target, dtype=np.float32) 

 

    def _check_safety(self, action): 

        # Simulate action to check end-effector position 

        temp_joint_states = [p.getJointState(self.robot, i)[0] + 

action[i] for i in range(6)] 
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        for i in range(6): 

            p.resetJointState(self.robot, i, temp_joint_states[i]) 

        ee_pos, _ = p.getLinkState(self.robot, 6)[:2]  # End-effector 

position 

        for i in range(6): 

            p.resetJointState(self.robot, i, temp_joint_states[i] - 

action[i]) 

         

        # Check if end-effector is in safety zone 

        in_safety_zone = (self.safety_zone[0][0] <= ee_pos[0] <= 

self.safety_zone[0][1] and 

                          self.safety_zone[1][0] <= ee_pos[1] <= 

self.safety_zone[1][1] and 

                          self.safety_zone[2][0] <= ee_pos[2] <= 

self.safety_zone[2][1]) 

        return in_safety_zone 

 

    def step(self, action): 

        self.step_count += 1 
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        # Safety check 

        if self._check_safety(action): 

            return self._get_obs(), -50, False, False, {"violation": 

"safety_zone"} 

         

        # Apply action 

        for i in range(6): 

            curr_pos = p.getJointState(self.robot, i)[0] 

            new_pos = np.clip(curr_pos + action[i], -np.pi, np.pi) 

            p.setJointMotorControl2(self.robot, i, p.POSITION_CONTROL, 

targetPosition=new_pos) 

         

        p.stepSimulation() 

         

        obj_pos, _ = p.getBasePositionAndOrientation(self.object) 

        reward = -1 

        done = False 

         

        if obj_pos[2] < 0: 
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            reward = -10 

            done = True 

         

        target_dist = np.linalg.norm(np.array(obj_pos) - 

np.array(self.target)) 

        if target_dist < 0.05: 

            reward = 100 

            done = True 

         

        if self.step_count >= self.max_steps: 

            done = True 

         

        return self._get_obs(), reward, done, False, {} 

 

    def render(self): 

        pass  # PyBullet handles rendering 

 

    def close(self): 
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        p.disconnect() 

This environment adds: 

●​ Sensor Noise: Random Gaussian noise to object position observations. 

●​ Randomized Objects: Varying size (0.5–1.5x) and mass (0.1–1.0 kg). 

●​ Safety Zone: A restricted region (x: 0.2–0.8, y: 0.2–0.8, z: 0.0–0.5) with a -50 

penalty for entry. 

●​ Observation: Same as Chapter 5 (joints, object position, target), but with noisy 

object data. 

Test it: 

python 

env = RobustPickAndPlaceEnv() 

obs, _ = env.reset() 

env.step(np.zeros(6)) 

env.close() 

You should see the arm and a randomly scaled block in the PyBullet GUI. 

6.4 Enhancing the DDPG Agent 

You’ll extend the DDPG agent from Chapter 5 with robustness and ethical features: 

●​ Adversarial Testing: Evaluate performance under increased sensor noise. 
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●​ Fairness-Aware Training: Use domain randomization to ensure consistent 

performance across object types. 

●​ Safety Constraints: Respect the environment’s safety zone. 

●​ Transparency: Log actions and rewards for interpretability. 

Save the updated agent as robust_ddpg.py: 

python 

import numpy as np 

import torch 

import torch.nn as nn 

import torch.optim as optim 

from collections import deque 

import random 

import csv 

from robust_pick_and_place import RobustPickAndPlaceEnv 

 

# Actor and Critic networks (same as Chapter 5) 

class Actor(nn.Module): 

    def __init__(self, state_dim, action_dim, max_action): 

        super(Actor, self).__init__() 
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        self.net = nn.Sequential( 

            nn.Linear(state_dim, 256), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(256, 128), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(128, action_dim), 

            nn.Tanh() 

        ) 

        self.max_action = max_action 

 

    def forward(self, state): 

        return self.max_action * self.net(state) 

 

class Critic(nn.Module): 

    def __init__(self, state_dim, action_dim): 

        super(Critic, self).__init__() 

        self.net = nn.Sequential( 

            nn.Linear(state_dim + action_dim, 256), 
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            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(256, 128), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(128, 1) 

        ) 

 

    def forward(self, state, action): 

        return self.net(torch.cat([state, action], dim=1)) 

 

# Replay memory 

class ReplayMemory: 

    def __init__(self, capacity): 

        self.memory = deque(maxlen=capacity) 

 

    def push(self, state, action, reward, next_state, done, obj_scale, 

obj_mass): 

        self.memory.append((state, action, reward, next_state, done, 

obj_scale, obj_mass)) 
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    def sample(self, batch_size): 

        return random.sample(self.memory, batch_size) 

 

    def __len__(self): 

        return len(self.memory) 

 

# Robust DDPG Agent 

class RobustDDPGAgent: 

    def __init__(self, env, device="cpu"): 

        self.env = env 

        self.device = torch.device(device) 

        self.state_dim = env.observation_space.shape[0] 

        self.action_dim = env.action_space.shape[0] 

        self.max_action = float(env.action_space.high[0]) 

        self.actor = Actor(self.state_dim, self.action_dim, 

self.max_action).to(self.device) 

        self.actor_target = Actor(self.state_dim, self.action_dim, 

self.max_action).to(self.device) 

        self.actor_target.load_state_dict(self.actor.state_dict()) 
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        self.critic = Critic(self.state_dim, 

self.action_dim).to(self.device) 

        self.critic_target = Critic(self.state_dim, 

self.action_dim).to(self.device) 

        self.critic_target.load_state_dict(self.critic.state_dict()) 

        self.actor_optimizer = optim.Adam(self.actor.parameters(), 

lr=1e-4) 

        self.critic_optimizer = optim.Adam(self.critic.parameters(), 

lr=1e-3) 

        self.memory = ReplayMemory(100000) 

        self.batch_size = 64 

        self.gamma = 0.99 

        self.tau = 0.005 

        self.noise_scale = 0.1 

        self.log_file = "agent_log.csv" 

        with open(self.log_file, "w", newline="") as f: 

            writer = csv.writer(f) 

            writer.writerow(["Episode", "Step", "State", "Action", 

"Reward", "Object_Scale", "Object_Mass"]) 
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    def select_action(self, state, add_noise=True): 

        state = torch.FloatTensor(state).unsqueeze(0).to(self.device) 

        action = self.actor(state).detach().cpu().numpy()[0] 

        if add_noise: 

            noise = self.noise_scale * np.random.normal(0, 1, 

self.action_dim) 

            action = np.clip(action + noise, -self.max_action, 

self.max_action) 

        return action 

 

    def update(self): 

        if len(self.memory) < self.batch_size: 

            return 

        batch = self.memory.sample(self.batch_size) 

        states, actions, rewards, next_states, dones, _, _ = zip(*batch) 

 

        states = torch.FloatTensor(np.array(states)).to(self.device) 

        actions = torch.FloatTensor(np.array(actions)).to(self.device) 
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        rewards = 

torch.FloatTensor(rewards).unsqueeze(1).to(self.device) 

        next_states = 

torch.FloatTensor(np.array(next_states)).to(self.device) 

        dones = torch.FloatTensor(dones).unsqueeze(1).to(self.device) 

 

        next_actions = self.actor_target(next_states) 

        target_q = self.critic_target(next_states, next_actions) 

        target_q = rewards + (1 - dones) * self.gamma * target_q 

        current_q = self.critic(states, actions) 

        critic_loss = nn.MSELoss()(current_q, target_q.detach()) 

        self.critic_optimizer.zero_grad() 

        critic_loss.backward() 

        self.critic_optimizer.step() 

 

        actor_loss = -self.critic(states, self.actor(states)).mean() 

        self.actor_optimizer.zero_grad() 

        actor_loss.backward() 

        self.actor_optimizer.step() 
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        for target_param, param in zip(self.actor_target.parameters(), 

self.actor.parameters()): 

            target_param.data.copy_(self.tau * param.data + (1 - 

self.tau) * target_param.data) 

        for target_param, param in zip(self.critic_target.parameters(), 

self.critic.parameters()): 

            target_param.data.copy_(self.tau * param.data + (1 - 

self.tau) * target_param.data) 

 

    def train(self, episodes=500): 

        for episode in range(episodes): 

            state, _ = self.env.reset() 

            total_reward = 0 

            step = 0 

            done = False 

            while not done: 

                action = self.select_action(state) 

                next_state, reward, done, truncated, info = 

self.env.step(action) 
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                self.memory.push(state, action, reward, next_state, 

done, self.env.object_scale, self.env.object_mass) 

                # Log for transparency 

                with open(self.log_file, "a", newline="") as f: 

                    writer = csv.writer(f) 

                    writer.writerow([episode, step, state.tolist(), 

action.tolist(), reward, self.env.object_scale, self.env.object_mass]) 

                state = next_state 

                total_reward += reward 

                self.update() 

                step += 1 

                if done or truncated: 

                    break 

            if episode % 50 == 0: 

                print(f"Episode {episode}, Total Reward: {total_reward}, 

Object Scale: {self.env.object_scale:.2f}, Mass: 

{self.env.object_mass:.2f}") 

        self.env.close() 
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    def test_adversarial(self, noise_level=0.1): 

        env = RobustPickAndPlaceEnv(render_mode="human") 

        env.noise_level = noise_level 

        state, _ = env.reset() 

        total_reward = 0 

        done = False 

        while not done: 

            action = self.select_action(state, add_noise=False) 

            next_state, reward, done, truncated, info = env.step(action) 

            total_reward += reward 

            state = next_state 

            if done or truncated: 

                break 

        print(f"Adversarial Test Reward (Noise {noise_level}): 

{total_reward}") 

        env.close() 

 

if __name__ == "__main__": 
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    env = RobustPickAndPlaceEnv() 

    agent = RobustDDPGAgent(env) 

    agent.train() 

    agent.test_adversarial(noise_level=0.1) 

    agent.test_adversarial(noise_level=0.2) 

6.5 Breaking Down the Code 

This code enhances the DDPG agent with robustness and ethical features: 

●​ Actor/Critic Networks: Unchanged from Chapter 5, handling continuous actions for 

the robotic arm. 

●​ ReplayMemory: Extended to store object scale and mass for fairness analysis. 

●​ RobustDDPGAgent: 
●​ select_action: Outputs actions with exploration noise. 

●​ update: Trains actor and critic networks, unchanged from DDPG. 

●​ train: Logs state, action, reward, and object properties to a CSV for 

transparency. 

●​ test_adversarial: Evaluates performance under varying sensor noise levels. 

●​ Environment Enhancements: 

●​ Randomizes object properties (scale, mass) for fairness across scenarios. 

●​ Adds sensor noise and a safety zone with penalties. 

●​ Checks end-effector position to enforce safety constraints. 

6.6 Running and Observing Results 

Run the script: 

bash 
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Python

python robust_ddpg.py 

Training takes 10–30 minutes on a CPU (faster with a GPU). Every 50 episodes, you’ll see 

the total reward, object scale, and mass. Early rewards may be negative (e.g., -50 to -100) 

due to exploration, safety violations, or drops. As training progresses, the agent should 

achieve positive rewards (e.g., +100 for successful placement), even with varied objects 

and noise. 

The adversarial tests (noise levels 0.1 and 0.2) evaluate robustness. A robust agent 

maintains high rewards (e.g., +100) despite increased noise. Check the agent_log.csv file 

to analyze decisions, object properties, and safety violations. 

During training, the PyBullet GUI shows the arm manipulating blocks of different sizes. A 

successful test run places the block near the target ([0.5, 0.5, 0.1]) without entering the 

safety zone. 

6.7 Analyzing Fairness and Transparency 

To ensure fairness, analyze the CSV log to check performance across object scales and 

masses: 

python 

import pandas as pd 

 

log = pd.read_csv("agent_log.csv") 

success = log[log["Reward"] == 100].groupby(["Object_Scale", 

"Object_Mass"]).size() 

 
 

AiBuilders.academy  | 101 

https://aibuilders.academy/


failures = log[log["Reward"] < 0].groupby(["Object_Scale", 

"Object_Mass"]).size() 

print("Successes by Object Properties:\n", success) 

print("Failures by Object Properties:\n", failures) 

If successes are skewed (e.g., only for small objects), the agent may be biased. Retrain 

with more randomization or adjust the reward function to penalize inconsistent performance. 

For transparency, the CSV logs provide a traceable record of the agent’s decisions, useful 

for debugging or explaining behavior to stakeholders. 

6.8 Debugging and Optimization 

If the agent performs poorly (low rewards, frequent safety violations), try: 

●​ More Training: Increase episodes to 1000 or adjust batch_size (e.g., 128). 

●​ Hyperparameter Tuning: Experiment with learning_rate (e.g., 5e-4 for actor), 

noise_scale (e.g., 0.05), or tau (e.g., 0.01). 

●​ Robustness Training: Increase noise_level in training (e.g., 0.1) to handle 

adversarial tests. 

●​ Safety Tuning: Tighten the safety zone or increase the penalty (e.g., -100) to 

enforce compliance. 

●​ Reward Shaping: Add rewards for staying outside the safety zone or moving toward 

the object. 

To monitor robustness, log critic loss or success rates across object types. Use 

TensorBoard for visualization: 

python 
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from torch.utils.tensorboard import SummaryWriter 

writer = SummaryWriter() 

# In train loop, after update(): 

writer.add_scalar("Critic_Loss", critic_loss.item(), episode * 

env.max_steps + step) 

writer.close() 

6.9 Transitioning to Production 

To deploy this agent on a physical robot, extend the Chapter 5 guidelines: 

●​ Adversarial Testing: Test with real sensor noise (e.g., camera jitter) and 

environmental changes (e.g., lighting). 

●​ Fairness Validation: Collect real-world data to ensure performance across diverse 

objects (e.g., different shapes). 

●​ Safety Integration: Implement hardware-level safety (e.g., emergency stops) and 

validate in a sandbox. 

●​ Transparency Reporting: Provide real-time logs or dashboards for operators to 

monitor decisions. 

●​ Ethical Review: Consult stakeholders (e.g., engineers, ethicists) to assess risks and 

biases. 

For example, integrate with ROS to publish joint commands and subscribe to camera data, 

ensuring logs are stored for audits. 

6.10 Key Takeaways 

You’ve enhanced an AI agent with robustness and ethical features! You’ve learned: 
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●​ How to test agents against adversarial conditions like sensor noise. 

●​ Techniques for fairness-aware training using domain randomization. 

●​ Methods to enforce safety constraints in critical applications. 

●​ The importance of transparency through decision logging. 

●​ Strategies for preparing agents for production deployment. 

This project equips you to build trustworthy autonomous systems for real-world applications 

like robotics, healthcare, or smart infrastructure. 

6.11 Challenges and Extensions 

Deepen your skills with these exercises: 

●​ Add an adversarial attack (e.g., perturb observations deliberately to maximize target 

distance). How does the agent respond? 

●​ Implement a fairness metric (e.g., variance in success rates across object scales). 

Retrain to minimize it. 

●​ Add a dynamic safety zone (e.g., moving obstacles). Modify the environment and 

retrain. 

●​ Create a dashboard (e.g., using Flask) to visualize the CSV log in real-time. 

6.12 What’s Next? 

This chapter concludes the core journey of building and deploying AI agents, but your 

learning doesn’t stop here. The field of autonomous systems is rapidly evolving, with 

advances in areas like self-supervised learning, multi-modal AI, and human-AI 
collaboration. Continue experimenting with your agents, explore open-source frameworks 

(e.g., ROS, RLlib), and stay informed about ethical AI guidelines (e.g., IEEE’s Ethically 

Aligned Design). 

As a final project, consider combining techniques from all chapters to build a complex 

system, such as a team of robots coordinating in a warehouse with ethical constraints. 

Share your work with the community (e.g., on GitHub) to inspire others. 
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Exercises 

●​ Analyze the CSV log to identify patterns in safety violations. Propose a fix. 

●​ Test the agent with extreme object properties (e.g., scale=2.0, mass=2.0). Does it 

generalize? 

●​ Research adversarial RL techniques (e.g., robust adversarial reinforcement 

learning). How could they improve this agent? 

●​ Read IEEE’s “Ethically Aligned Design” principles. How would you apply them to this 

project? 

Further Reading 

●​ “Adversarial Machine Learning” by Huang et al. (2011) 

●​ “Fairness and Machine Learning” by Barocas, Hardt, and Narayanan (2019) 

●​ IEEE Ethically Aligned Design: standards.ieee.org 

●​ “Robust Reinforcement Learning via Adversarial Training” by Pinto et al. (2017) 

Congratulations on mastering AI agents and autonomous systems! Keep building, stay 

ethical, and shape the future responsibly. 
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Reinforcement Learning: The Power of 
Learning by Doing 
Imagine teaching a child to ride a bike. You don’t give them a manual filled with equations or 

rules. Instead, they hop on, wobble, fall, and try again, learning through trial and error what 

keeps them balanced. Each success—a few pedals forward—brings joy, while each tumble 

teaches a lesson. Over time, they master the bike, riding with confidence. This is the 

essence of Reinforcement Learning (RL), a fascinating approach to building artificial 

intelligence (AI) that learns the way we often do: by experimenting, adapting, and improving. 

In the world of AI, reinforcement learning is how we create agents—think of them as digital 

learners, like virtual players, robots, or smart assistants—that figure out how to make smart 

choices in complex environments. Whether it’s an AI mastering a video game, a robot 

navigating a cluttered room, or a self-driving car steering through traffic, RL empowers 

these agents to learn from their actions. They observe their surroundings, try different 

moves, and earn “rewards” for good outcomes (like scoring a goal) or face setbacks for 

mistakes (like crashing into a wall). Through this cycle of doing, learning, and refining, they 

get better, often surpassing human skill in tasks once thought impossible. 

Picture an AI playing a simple game like Pong, learning to swing its paddle by earning 

points for every hit and adjusting after every miss. 

But RL isn’t just about cool tech. It’s about solving hard problems. Teaching an AI to learn 

through experience is like training a curious mind—it’s thrilling but tricky. Agents need to 

balance trying bold new ideas with sticking to what works, all while chasing rewards that 

might be rare or far off. And in the real world, where mistakes can be costly (imagine a 

self-driving car learning on a busy highway), we must ensure they learn safely and ethically. 

Whether you’re a curious beginner, a tech enthusiast, or a developer eager to build the next 

generation of AI, this book will demystify reinforcement learning. Through clear examples, 

intuitive explanations, and a touch of wonder, we’ll uncover how RL agents learn to conquer 

challenges—and what that means for the future of intelligence, both artificial and human. 
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Reinforcement Learning Algorithms 
Below is an exploration of Reinforcement Learning (RL) algorithms commonly used for 

training AI agents, tailored for clarity and accessibility while covering key concepts and their 

applications. RL algorithms enable agents to learn optimal decision-making policies by 

interacting with an environment, balancing exploration and exploitation to maximize 

cumulative rewards.  

They can be broadly categorized into value-based, policy-based, actor-critic, 

model-based, and multi-agent approaches, with variations for specific challenges like 

high-dimensional spaces or sparse rewards. 

 

1. Value-Based RL Algorithms 

These algorithms focus on estimating the value of actions (how good they are in a given 

state) to guide the agent’s decisions. The agent learns a value function, typically a 

Q-function (expected cumulative reward for taking an action in a state and following a 

policy thereafter), and selects actions that maximize it. 

Q-Learning 
●​ What It Does: Q-Learning is a classic, model-free algorithm that learns a table or 

function (Q-table) mapping state-action pairs to their expected rewards. It updates 

Q-values based on rewards received and the best future Q-value, using the Bellman 

equation: 

●​ Q(s, a) \leftarrow Q(s, a) + \alpha \left[ r + \gamma \max_{a'} Q(s', 

a') - Q(s, a) \right] 

●​ where \alpha is the learning rate, ( r ) is the reward, \gamma is the discount factor, 

and ( s' ) is the next state. 

●​ How It Works: The agent explores using an epsilon-greedy strategy (choosing 

random actions with probability \epsilon) and updates Q-values iteratively. Over 

time, it converges to an optimal policy. 

●​ Pros: 
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●​ Simple and effective for small, discrete state-action spaces (e.g., a grid-world 

game). 

●​ Off-policy: Learns the optimal policy even if the agent explores randomly. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Struggles with large or continuous state spaces (Q-table becomes too big). 

●​ Slow convergence in complex environments. 

●​ Example Use: Teaching an agent to navigate a maze, where each cell is a state and 

actions are moves (up, down, left, right). 

Deep Q-Networks (DQN) 
●​ What It Does: DQN extends Q-Learning to high-dimensional spaces (e.g., images) 

by using a neural network to approximate the Q-function instead of a table. 

Introduced by DeepMind in 2015, it was famously used to play Atari games. 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ The neural network takes the state (e.g., game screen pixels) as input and 

outputs Q-values for each action. 

●​ Uses experience replay: Stores past experiences (state, action, reward, next 

state) in a memory buffer and samples them randomly to train the network, 

breaking correlation in sequential data. 

●​ Uses a target network: A separate, periodically updated network to stabilize 

Q-value estimates. 

●​ Employs epsilon-greedy exploration. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Handles complex inputs like images or sensor data. 

●​ Generalizes well across similar states. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Requires significant computational resources. 

●​ Can be unstable or overfit without careful tuning (e.g., adjusting replay buffer 

size). 

●​ Example Use: An AI playing Atari Breakout, learning to hit the ball by observing the 

game screen. 

●​ Variants: 
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●​ Double DQN: Reduces overestimation of Q-values by decoupling action 

selection and evaluation. 

●​ Dueling DQN: Splits Q-values into state value and action advantage, 

improving performance. 

●​ Prioritized Experience Replay: Samples more informative experiences for 

faster learning. 

SARSA (State-Action-Reward-State-Action) 
●​ What It Does: Similar to Q-Learning but on-policy, meaning it updates Q-values 

based on the action actually taken in the next state (not the maximum Q-value). 

●​ Q(s, a) \leftarrow Q(s, a) + \alpha \left[ r + \gamma Q(s', a') - Q(s, 

a) \right] 

●​ How It Works: The agent follows its current policy (e.g., epsilon-greedy) to select 

actions and updates Q-values based on the observed trajectory. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Safer in environments where exploration affects learning (e.g., cliff-walking 

scenarios). 

●​ Simple to implement. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Less efficient than Q-Learning since it doesn’t assume optimal future actions. 

●​ Limited scalability for large state spaces without function approximation. 

●​ Example Use: Training a robot to avoid obstacles, where the policy must account for 

cautious exploration. 

 

2. Policy-Based RL Algorithms 

These algorithms directly learn the policy (a mapping from states to actions) rather than 

estimating values. They’re especially useful for continuous action spaces or when value 

functions are hard to estimate. 

REINFORCE 
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●​ What It Does: A Monte Carlo policy gradient method that optimizes the policy by 

adjusting it in the direction that increases expected rewards, using gradient ascent. 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ The policy is parameterized (e.g., by a neural network) and outputs action 

probabilities. 

●​ The agent collects a full episode of actions, states, and rewards. 

●​ Computes the gradient of the expected reward: 

●​ \nabla_\theta J(\theta) = \mathbb{E} \left[ \nabla_\theta \log 

\pi_\theta(a|s) G \right] 

●​ where ( G ) is the cumulative reward and \pi_\theta is the policy. 

●​ Updates the policy parameters \theta to favor actions with higher rewards. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Works well for continuous action spaces (e.g., robotic joint angles). 

●​ Simple and intuitive. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ High variance in gradient estimates, leading to slow or unstable learning. 

●​ Requires full episodes, making it less sample-efficient. 

●​ Example Use: Training a robotic arm to pick up objects, where actions are 

continuous joint movements. 

Proximal Policy Optimization (PPO) 
●​ What It Does: A popular, stable policy gradient method that balances performance 

and simplicity. It constrains policy updates to prevent large, destabilizing changes. 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ Uses a clipped objective function to limit how much the policy can change in 

one update: 

●​ L(\theta) = \mathbb{E} \left[ \min \left( 

\frac{\pi_\theta(a|s)}{\pi_{\text{old}}(a|s)} A, \text{clip} 

\left( \frac{\pi_\theta(a|s)}{\pi_{\text{old}}(a|s)}, 1-\epsilon, 

1+\epsilon \right) A \right) \right] 

●​ where ( A ) is the advantage (how good an action is compared to the 

average). 
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●​ Collects short trajectories (not full episodes) for updates, improving efficiency. 

●​ Often uses a neural network for the policy. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Stable and robust, widely used in practice. 

●​ Handles both discrete and continuous action spaces. 

●​ Sample-efficient compared to REINFORCE. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Hyperparameter-sensitive (e.g., clipping threshold \epsilon). 

●​ May converge to suboptimal policies in complex tasks. 

●​ Example Use: Training an AI to play complex video games like Dota 2 or control a 

humanoid robot. 

●​ Variants: 

●​ Trust Region Policy Optimization (TRPO): Predecessor to PPO, uses 

stricter constraints but is computationally heavier. 

 

3. Actor-Critic Algorithms 

These combine value-based (critic) and policy-based (actor) methods for stability and 

efficiency. The actor learns the policy, while the critic estimates the value function to guide 

the actor. 

Advantage Actor-Critic (A2C) 
●​ What It Does: A2C uses two neural networks: the actor (policy) selects actions, and 

the critic estimates state values or advantage (how good an action is relative to the 

average). 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ The critic computes the advantage: A(s, a) = r + \gamma V(s') - V(s), 

where ( V(s) ) is the state value. 

●​ The actor updates the policy using the advantage to favor 

better-than-average actions. 

●​ Uses multiple parallel environments to collect data, reducing variance. 
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●​ Pros: 

●​ More stable than pure policy gradients due to the critic’s guidance. 

●​ Works for both discrete and continuous actions. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Requires careful tuning of actor and critic learning rates. 

●​ Computationally intensive with multiple environments. 

●​ Example Use: Training a drone to navigate through a forest, balancing speed and 

obstacle avoidance. 

Asynchronous Advantage Actor-Critic (A3C) 
●​ What It Does: An extension of A2C where multiple agents (workers) explore 

different copies of the environment in parallel, asynchronously updating a shared 

policy and value network. 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ Each worker collects trajectories and computes gradients independently. 

●​ Gradients are applied to a central model, improving exploration and speed. 

●​ Reduces correlation in data compared to A2C. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Faster training due to parallelism. 

●​ Robust to diverse environments. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Asynchronous updates can introduce noise. 

●​ Complex to implement compared to A2C. 

●​ Example Use: Training an AI to master StarCraft II, handling diverse strategies 

across parallel games. 

Soft Actor-Critic (SAC) 
●​ What It Does: An off-policy actor-critic method that maximizes both expected 

rewards and entropy (randomness) in the policy, encouraging exploration. 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ Uses two Q-networks (to reduce overestimation) and a policy network. 

●​ Adds an entropy term to the objective, rewarding diverse actions: 
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●​ J(\pi) = \mathbb{E} \left[ \sum_t r(s_t, a_t) + \alpha 

H(\pi(\cdot|s_t)) \right] 

●​ where ( H ) is entropy and \alpha is a temperature parameter. 

●​ Employs experience replay for sample efficiency. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Excellent for continuous action spaces and complex tasks. 

●​ Robust exploration due to entropy maximization. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Computationally expensive due to multiple networks. 

●​ Sensitive to entropy parameter tuning. 

●​ Example Use: Controlling a robotic hand to manipulate objects with precise, 

continuous movements. 

 

4. Model-Based RL Algorithms 

Unlike model-free methods (which learn directly from experience), model-based algorithms 

build a model of the environment (e.g., transition dynamics and rewards) to plan actions. 

Monte Carlo Tree Search (MCTS) with Learned Models 
●​ What It Does: Combines a learned model of the environment with tree search to 

simulate and evaluate future outcomes, famously used in AlphaGo. 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ Builds a tree of possible actions and states, using a model to predict 

transitions and rewards. 

●​ Simulates many rollouts to estimate the value of actions. 

●​ Balances exploration and exploitation using algorithms like UCT (Upper 

Confidence Bound for Trees). 

●​ Often paired with neural networks for value and policy estimation. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Highly sample-efficient since simulations reduce real-world interactions. 

●​ Excels in strategic tasks with clear rules (e.g., board games). 
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●​ Cons: 

●​ Requires an accurate model; errors in the model degrade performance. 

●​ Computationally intensive for large trees. 

●​ Example Use: AlphaGo defeating world champions in Go by simulating millions of 

game scenarios. 

Dyna-Q 
●​ What It Does: Combines model-free Q-Learning with a learned model to simulate 

experiences, improving sample efficiency. 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ Learns a model of the environment (state transitions and rewards) alongside 

a Q-table. 

●​ Uses real experiences to update Q-values (like Q-Learning). 

●​ Generates simulated experiences from the model to further update Q-values. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ More sample-efficient than pure Q-Learning. 

●​ Simple to extend to other value-based methods. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Model inaccuracies can lead to suboptimal policies. 

●​ Limited to discrete or small state spaces without function approximation. 

●​ Example Use: Training an agent in a grid-world where it learns a map of the 

environment to plan paths. 

 

5. Multi-Agent RL Algorithms 

These extend RL to scenarios where multiple agents interact, learning cooperative or 

competitive policies. 

Independent Q-Learning 
●​ What It Does: Each agent runs its own Q-Learning algorithm, treating others as part 

of the environment. 

●​ How It Works: 
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●​ Agents update their Q-values based on their own rewards and actions. 

●​ Assumes other agents’ actions are part of the environment’s dynamics. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Simple to implement; scales to many agents. 

●​ Works in both cooperative and competitive settings. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Non-stationary environment (other agents’ policies change), making learning 

unstable. 

●​ May converge to suboptimal outcomes in cooperative tasks. 

●​ Example Use: Training multiple AI cars to navigate a shared road, each optimizing 

its own path. 

Multi-Agent Actor-Critic (e.g., MADDPG) 
●​ What It Does: Extends actor-critic methods to multi-agent settings, where each 

agent has its own actor and critic but shares information for better coordination. 

MADDPG (Multi-Agent Deep Deterministic Policy Gradient) is a popular example. 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ Each agent’s critic uses global information (states and actions of all agents) to 

estimate values. 

●​ Actors learn policies based on local observations. 

●​ Uses experience replay and target networks for stability. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Handles continuous actions and complex interactions. 

●​ Supports both cooperation and competition. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Computationally expensive with many agents. 

●​ Requires careful design for information sharing. 

●​ Example Use: Training a team of robots to play soccer, coordinating passes and 

shots. 

 

6. Advanced and Specialized RL Algorithms 
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These address specific challenges like sample efficiency, exploration, or offline learning. 

Rainbow DQN 
●​ What It Does: Combines multiple DQN improvements (Double DQN, Dueling DQN, 

Prioritized Experience Replay, etc.) into a single, high-performance algorithm. 

●​ How It Works: Integrates techniques to improve exploration, value estimation, and 

training stability. 

●​ Pros: State-of-the-art performance on benchmark tasks like Atari. 

●​ Cons: Complex and computationally heavy. 

●​ Example Use: Achieving superhuman performance in arcade games. 

Offline RL (e.g., Conservative Q-Learning, CQL) 
●​ What It Does: Learns policies from pre-collected data (no real-time interaction), 

useful for safety-critical applications. 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ Uses a dataset of past experiences (states, actions, rewards). 

●​ Regularizes Q-value updates to avoid overestimating unseen actions. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Safe for real-world tasks (e.g., healthcare, robotics). 

●​ Leverages existing data. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Limited by dataset quality and coverage. 

●​ May struggle with generalization. 

●​ Example Use: Training a medical AI to recommend treatments using historical 

patient data. 

Hindsight Experience Replay (HER) 
●​ What It Does: Improves learning in sparse-reward tasks by reinterpreting failed 

attempts as successes for different goals. 

●​ How It Works: 

●​ When an agent fails to achieve a goal, HER replays the episode with a “fake” 

goal (e.g., the state it reached). 
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●​ Trains the agent to achieve these alternative goals, improving sample 

efficiency. 

●​ Pros: 

●​ Tackles sparse-reward problems (e.g., robotic manipulation). 

●​ Works with off-policy algorithms like DQN or SAC. 

●​ Cons: 

●​ Requires goal-oriented tasks. 

●​ Increases computational overhead. 

●​ Example Use: Teaching a robot to push a block to a target by learning from 

“accidental” pushes. 

 

Comparison of RL Algorithms 

Algorithm Type Action 
Space 

Sample 
Efficiency 

Stabili
ty 

Best For 

Q-Learning Value-Base

d 

Discrete Low High Simple, discrete 

environments 

DQN Value-Base

d 

Discrete Moderate Moder

ate 

High-dimensional inputs 

(e.g., games) 

SARSA Value-Base

d 

Discrete Low High Safe exploration in 

small spaces 

REINFOR

CE 

Policy-Bas

ed 

Continuo

us 

Low Low Continuous actions, 

simple tasks 

PPO Policy-Bas

ed 

Both Moderate High General-purpose, 

robust training 

A2C/A3C Actor-Critic Both Moderate Moder

ate 

Parallel training, 

complex tasks 
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SAC Actor-Critic Continuo

us 

High High Continuous, 

exploration-heavy tasks 

MCTS Model-Bas

ed 

Discrete High High Strategic planning (e.g., 

games) 

Dyna-Q Model-Bas

ed 

Discrete Moderate Moder

ate 

Small environments 

with models 

MADDPG Multi-Agent Continuo

us 

Moderate Moder

ate 

Multi-agent 

cooperation/competition 

CQL 

(Offline 

RL) 

Value-Base

d 

Both High 

(data-depende

nt) 

High Safe, data-driven tasks 

HER Value/Actor

-Critic 

Both High Moder

ate 

Sparse-reward, 

goal-oriented tasks 

 

Practical Considerations 

●​ Choosing an Algorithm: 

●​ Discrete Actions: DQN, Rainbow, or Q-Learning for simple small spaces. 

●​ Continuous Actions: PPO, SAC, or MADDPG for robotics or physics-based 

tasks. 

●​ Sparse Rewards: HER or model-based methods like MCTS. 

●​ Multi-Agent: MADDPG or independent Q-Learning for 

cooperative/competitive scenarios. 

●​ Offline Settings: CQL or other offline RL methods. 

●​ Challenges: 

●​ Hyperparameter Tuning: Learning rates, discount factors, and exploration 

rates need careful adjustment. 

●​ Sample Efficiency: Model-based or offline RL can reduce interaction costs. 
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●​ Scalability: Deep RL (e.g., DQN, PPO) scales to complex tasks but requires 

GPUs/TPUs. 

●​ Exploration: Entropy-based methods (SAC) or prioritized replay help in 

sparse-reward settings. 

●​ Tools and Libraries: 

●​ OpenAI Gym/Stable-Baselines3: For PPO, A2C, and DQN implementations. 

●​ RLlib: Scalable RL with multi-agent support. 

●​ PyTorch/TensorFlow: For custom neural network-based RL. 

●​ MuJoCo: For continuous control tasks in robotics. 

 

Example: Applying RL Algorithms 

Task: Train an AI to play Lunar Lander (a Gym environment where a spacecraft must land 

softly). 

●​ Q-Learning: Feasible for discretized state/action spaces but slow due to continuous 

dynamics. 

●​ DQN: Effective with discretized actions, handles raw pixel inputs. 

●​ PPO: Ideal for continuous control (thrust and tilt), stable and robust. 

●​ SAC: Best for fine-grained control, with strong exploration. 

●​ Outcome: PPO or SAC typically converges faster, achieving smooth landings in 

~100,000 steps. 

 

Recent Trends and Future Directions 

●​ Meta-RL: Agents learn how to learn, adapting quickly to new tasks. 

●​ Curriculum Learning: Gradually increases task difficulty to improve training. 

●​ Sim-to-Real Transfer: Trains in simulators (e.g., Gazebo) for real-world robotics. 

●​ Safe RL: Ensures agents avoid catastrophic actions (e.g., in healthcare). 
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●​ Neuroscience-Inspired RL: Incorporates human-like learning mechanisms (e.g., 

dopamine-based reward prediction). 
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Personal, Local and Private AI Agents 
Personal, Local, and Private AI Agents are specialized categories of AI agents designed to 

prioritize user-centric operation, data sovereignty, and privacy.  

1. Personal AI Agents 

Definition: Personal AI agents are tailored to individual users, acting as customized 

assistants that learn and adapt to a user’s preferences, habits, and goals. They operate 

across devices (e.g., smartphones, PCs, smart home systems) to provide personalized 

services like scheduling, recommendations, or task automation. 

Characteristics: 

●​ User-Centric: Designed to understand and prioritize a single user’s needs, often 

using contextual data (e.g., calendar, browsing history, location). 

●​ Learning Capability: Employ machine learning (e.g., reinforcement learning, 

supervised learning) to refine behavior based on user interactions. 

●​ Multi-Modal Interaction: Support natural language processing (NLP), voice, and 

visual inputs for seamless user experience. 

●​ Examples: Virtual assistants like an advanced version of Siri or Alexa, personalized 

fitness coaches, or custom productivity bots. 

Relevance to Developers: 

●​ Implementation: Developers can use frameworks like TensorFlow or PyTorch to 

build models that learn from user data, integrating with APIs for calendars, emails, or 

IoT devices. For instance, a personal AI agent could use reinforcement learning 

(similar to Chapter 2’s Q-learning) to optimize a user’s daily schedule based on 

priorities. 

●​ Challenges: Ensuring the agent generalizes to diverse user behaviors while 

avoiding over-personalization (e.g., filter bubbles). Ethical considerations (Chapter 6) 

are critical to prevent misuse of sensitive user data. 
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●​ Example Use Case: A personal AI agent that learns a user’s coding habits (e.g., 

preferred languages, libraries) and suggests optimized workflows or auto-generates 

boilerplate code, deployed via a local IDE plugin. 

2. Local AI Agents 

Definition: Local AI agents operate on a user’s device or a private network, processing 

data and making decisions without relying on cloud infrastructure. They are designed for 

low-latency, offline-capable applications where internet connectivity is unreliable or 

undesirable. 

Characteristics: 

●​ On-Device Processing: Run on edge devices (e.g., smartphones, IoT devices, 

Raspberry Pi) using lightweight models optimized for constrained hardware. 

●​ Low Latency: Provide real-time responses by avoiding cloud round-trips, critical for 

applications like robotics or autonomous vehicles. 

●​ Resource Efficiency: Use techniques like model quantization or pruning to fit within 

memory and CPU limits. 

●​ Examples: A local AI agent controlling a smart thermostat, an offline speech 

recognizer, or a robotic arm’s controller (as in Chapter 5). 

Relevance to Developers: 

●​ Implementation: Developers can leverage frameworks like TensorFlow Lite or 

ONNX Runtime for on-device inference, adapting algorithms like DDPG (Chapter 5) 

for continuous control in local robotics. PyBullet simulations (Chapter 5) can be used 

to train models before deploying to edge hardware. 

●​ Challenges: Balancing model complexity with device constraints, ensuring 

robustness to hardware variability (Chapter 6), and handling real-time data streams. 

For instance, a local agent for a robotic arm must process sensor data (e.g., joint 

angles) in milliseconds. 
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●​ Example Use Case: A local AI agent on a drone that navigates a warehouse using 

onboard cameras and a pre-trained DQN model (Chapter 3), avoiding obstacles 

without cloud dependency. 

3. Private AI Agents 

Definition: Private AI agents prioritize data security and user privacy, ensuring that 

sensitive information never leaves the user’s control. They use techniques like federated 

learning, differential privacy, or encrypted computation to process data securely. 

Characteristics: 

●​ Data Sovereignty: Keep user data on-device or within a private network, avoiding 

third-party servers. 

●​ Privacy-Preserving Techniques: Employ methods like: 

●​ Federated Learning: Train models across devices without sharing raw data. 

●​ Differential Privacy: Add noise to outputs to protect individual data points. 

●​ Homomorphic Encryption: Perform computations on encrypted data. 

●​ Compliance: Align with regulations like GDPR, CCPA, or HIPAA for data protection. 

●​ Examples: A health-monitoring AI that analyzes medical data locally, a secure 

chatbot for sensitive communications, or a private recommendation system. 

Relevance to Developers: 

●​ Implementation: Developers can use libraries like PySyft or TensorFlow Federated 

to implement privacy-preserving training, adapting multi-agent systems (Chapter 4) 

to federated setups where agents learn collaboratively without sharing user data. For 

example, a private AI agent could extend the CooperativeTreasureHunt (Chapter 4) 

to train across multiple users’ devices, sharing only model updates. 

●​ Challenges: Balancing privacy with model performance, as techniques like 

differential privacy may reduce accuracy. Ethical considerations (Chapter 6) are 

paramount to ensure transparency and user consent. Developers must also test for 

adversarial attacks (Chapter 6) that exploit privacy mechanisms. 
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●​ Example Use Case: A private AI agent for a financial app that predicts spending 

patterns using encrypted user transactions, trained with federated learning to protect 

sensitive data. 

Integration in Autonomous Systems 

These three types of AI agents often overlap in practice, especially in autonomous systems: 

●​ Personal + Local: A personal assistant running on a smartphone that schedules 

tasks offline, learning from local user data (e.g., calendar entries). 

●​ Local + Private: A robotic arm in a factory (Chapter 5) that processes sensor data 

on-device with differential privacy to protect proprietary production data. 

●​ Personal + Private: A health-monitoring wearable that tailors fitness 

recommendations to a user while keeping biometric data encrypted. 

●​ All Three: A smart home system with personal AI agents (e.g., customizing lighting 

for each resident), running locally on a hub, and using federated learning to improve 

across homes without sharing private data. 

For developers, building such agents requires: 

●​ Toolkits: Combine Gymnasium (Chapters 2–4), PyBullet (Chapter 5), and privacy 

libraries (e.g., PySyft) with edge-optimized frameworks (e.g., TensorFlow Lite). 

●​ Robustness Testing: Use adversarial testing (Chapter 6) to ensure agents handle 

noisy or malicious inputs, especially for local and private agents. 

●​ Ethical Design: Follow Chapter 6’s guidelines for fairness, transparency, and safety, 

ensuring user trust and regulatory compliance. 

Practical Example for Developers 

To illustrate, consider extending the robotic pick-and-place agent (Chapter 5) to be 

personal, local, and private: 
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Python

●​ Personal: Train the agent to adapt to a user’s preferred object placement locations 

(e.g., based on past interactions), using reinforcement learning with user feedback 

as rewards. 

●​ Local: Deploy the DDPG model on an embedded device (e.g., NVIDIA Jetson) 

controlling a physical arm, using TensorFlow Lite for inference. 

●​ Private: Implement differential privacy in the training loop by adding noise to 

gradients, ensuring sensor data (e.g., object positions) remains confidential. Use a 

CSV log (Chapter 6) for transparency without exposing raw data. 

Code snippet for adding differential privacy to DDPG’s gradient updates: 

python 

from torchdp import PrivacyEngine  # Hypothetical privacy library 

 

# In RobustDDPGAgent.__init__ 

self.privacy_engine = PrivacyEngine( 

    self.actor, sample_rate=self.batch_size / len(self.memory), 

noise_multiplier=1.0, max_grad_norm=1.0 

) 

self.privacy_engine.attach(self.actor_optimizer) 

 

# In update, after actor_loss.backward() 

self.privacy_engine.step()  # Applies noisy gradients 
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This ensures the agent learns without compromising data privacy, aligning with private AI 

principles. 

Conclusion 

Personal, Local, and Private AI Agents represent the future of user-centric, secure, and 

autonomous systems. For developers, they offer exciting opportunities to build tailored, 

efficient, and ethical solutions, leveraging techniques from reinforcement learning and 

robustness/ethics. By mastering these concepts, you can create agents that empower users 

while safeguarding their data and trust, whether in robotics, smart homes, or personal 

devices. 
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Project Overview: Local Smart Home AI Agent 
A detailed code example for a Local AI Agent designed for a smart home. The agent will 

run entirely on a local device (e.g., a Raspberry Pi or a smart home hub) to control smart 

home devices (e.g., lights, thermostat) based on environmental conditions and user 

preferences, without relying on cloud services. It will use reinforcement learning to optimize 

energy efficiency and comfort, incorporating robustness and ethical considerations. 

Objective: The AI agent controls a simulated smart home environment with a light and a 

thermostat, optimizing for user comfort (temperature and lighting) and energy efficiency. It 

processes local sensor data (temperature, light level, time) and runs on-device to ensure 

low latency and offline capability. 

Key Features: 

●​ Environment: A simulated smart home with temperature (18–28°C), light level 

(0–100 lux), and time of day (0–23 hours). 

●​ Agent: A single agent using Deep Deterministic Policy Gradient (DDPG) (Chapter 

5) for continuous control of thermostat settings and light brightness. 

●​ State: Current temperature, light level, time, and user comfort preferences. 

●​ Actions: Continuous adjustments to thermostat temperature (±1°C) and light 

brightness (±10%). 

●​ Reward: Balances comfort (proximity to user-preferred temperature/light) and 

energy usage (penalizing high settings). 

●​ Local Execution: Uses lightweight models (e.g., PyTorch with quantization) for edge 

devices. 

●​ Robustness: Handles sensor noise and variable user preferences (Chapter 6). 

●​ Transparency: Logs decisions for user review (Chapter 6). 

Tools: 

●​ Python 3.8+, Gymnasium (for environment), PyTorch (for DDPG), NumPy. 

●​ Optional: TensorFlow Lite for deployment on edge devices like Raspberry Pi. 
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Unset

Python

Step 1: Setting Up the Environment 

Ensure you have the required dependencies (same as Chapters 2–5): 

bash 

pip install gymnasium torch numpy 

We’ll create a custom Gymnasium environment to simulate the smart home. Save the 

following as smart_home_env.py: 

python 

import gymnasium as gym 

import numpy as np 

from gymnasium import spaces 

 

class SmartHomeEnv(gym.Env): 

    def __init__(self): 

        super(SmartHomeEnv, self).__init__() 

        self.max_steps = 100 

        self.current_step = 0 
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        # State: [temperature (18-28°C), light_level (0-100 lux), time 

(0-23 hours), preferred_temp (20-26°C), preferred_light (50-80 lux)] 

        self.observation_space = spaces.Box( 

            low=np.array([18, 0, 0, 20, 50]), 

            high=np.array([28, 100, 23, 26, 80]), 

            dtype=np.float32 

        ) 

         

        # Actions: [thermostat adjustment (±1°C), light adjustment 

(±10%)] 

        self.action_space = spaces.Box( 

            low=np.array([-1, -10]), 

            high=np.array([1, 10]), 

            dtype=np.float32 

        ) 

         

        # Simulation parameters 

        self.temp = 22.0  # Initial temperature 

        self.light = 50.0  # Initial light level 

 
 

AiBuilders.academy  | 129 

https://aibuilders.academy/


        self.time = 12  # Initial time (noon) 

        self.preferred_temp = 23.0  # User preference 

        self.preferred_light = 65.0  # User preference 

        self.noise_level = 0.1  # Sensor noise 

         

    def reset(self, seed=None, options=None): 

        super().reset(seed=seed) 

        self.current_step = 0 

        self.temp = np.random.uniform(20, 24) 

        self.light = np.random.uniform(40, 60) 

        self.time = np.random.randint(0, 24) 

        self.preferred_temp = np.random.uniform(20, 26) 

        self.preferred_light = np.random.uniform(50, 80) 

        return self._get_obs(), {} 

 

    def _get_obs(self): 

        # Add sensor noise to temperature and light 

        noisy_temp = self.temp + np.random.normal(0, self.noise_level) 

 
 

AiBuilders.academy  | 130 

https://aibuilders.academy/


        noisy_light = self.light + np.random.normal(0, self.noise_level) 

        return np.array([noisy_temp, noisy_light, self.time, 

self.preferred_temp, self.preferred_light], dtype=np.float32) 

 

    def step(self, action): 

        self.current_step += 1 

         

        # Apply actions 

        temp_adjust, light_adjust = action 

        self.temp = np.clip(self.temp + temp_adjust, 18, 28) 

        self.light = np.clip(self.light + light_adjust, 0, 100) 

         

        # Update time (1 hour per step) 

        self.time = (self.time + 1) % 24 

         

        # Calculate reward 

        temp_error = abs(self.temp - self.preferred_temp) 

        light_error = abs(self.light - self.preferred_light) 
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        comfort_reward = -temp_error - 0.5 * light_error  # Prioritize 

temperature 

        energy_cost = -0.1 * (abs(temp_adjust) + 0.05 * 

abs(light_adjust))  # Penalize high adjustments 

        reward = comfort_reward + energy_cost 

         

        done = self.current_step >= self.max_steps 

        return self._get_obs(), reward, done, False, {} 

 

    def render(self): 

        print(f"Step: {self.current_step}, Temp: {self.temp:.1f}°C, 

Light: {self.light:.1f} lux, Time: {self.time}:00, " 

              f"Preferred Temp: {self.preferred_temp:.1f}°C, Preferred 

Light: {self.preferred_light:.1f} lux") 

This environment: 

●​ Simulates temperature and light level dynamics with user preferences randomized 

per episode. 

●​ Adds sensor noise (Chapter 6) for robustness. 

●​ Rewards comfort (proximity to preferred settings) and penalizes energy usage. 

●​ Provides a simple render for debugging. 

Test it: 
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Python

Python

python 

env = SmartHomeEnv() 

obs, _ = env.reset() 

env.render() 

obs, reward, done, _, _ = env.step([0.5, 5]) 

env.render() 

You should see the environment state (temperature, light, etc.) printed with updated values. 

Step 2: Coding the DDPG Agent 

We’ll use DDPG (Chapter 5) for continuous control, optimized for local execution with a 

lightweight neural network. The agent will log decisions for transparency (Chapter 6). Save 

the following as smart_home_ddpg.py: 

python 

import numpy as np 

import torch 

import torch.nn as nn 

import torch.optim as optim 

from collections import deque 
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import random 

import csv 

from smart_home_env import SmartHomeEnv 

 

# Actor network (lightweight for edge devices) 

class Actor(nn.Module): 

    def __init__(self, state_dim, action_dim, max_action): 

        super(Actor, self).__init__() 

        self.net = nn.Sequential( 

            nn.Linear(state_dim, 64), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(64, 32), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(32, action_dim), 

            nn.Tanh() 

        ) 

        self.max_action = max_action 
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    def forward(self, state): 

        return self.max_action * self.net(state) 

 

# Critic network 

class Critic(nn.Module): 

    def __init__(self, state_dim, action_dim): 

        super(Critic, self).__init__() 

        self.net = nn.Sequential( 

            nn.Linear(state_dim + action_dim, 64), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(64, 32), 

            nn.ReLU(), 

            nn.Linear(32, 1) 

        ) 

 

    def forward(self, state, action): 

        return self.net(torch.cat([state, action], dim=1)) 
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# Replay memory 

class ReplayMemory: 

    def __init__(self, capacity): 

        self.memory = deque(maxlen=capacity) 

 

    def push(self, state, action, reward, next_state, done): 

        self.memory.append((state, action, reward, next_state, done)) 

 

    def sample(self, batch_size): 

        return random.sample(self.memory, batch_size) 

 

    def __len__(self): 

        return len(self.memory) 

 

# DDPG Agent 

class SmartHomeDDPGAgent: 

    def __init__(self, env, device="cpu"): 

        self.env = env 
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        self.device = torch.device(device) 

        self.state_dim = env.observation_space.shape[0] 

        self.action_dim = env.action_space.shape[0] 

        self.max_action = env.action_space.high 

        self.actor = Actor(self.state_dim, self.action_dim, 

self.max_action).to(self.device) 

        self.actor_target = Actor(self.state_dim, self.action_dim, 

self.max_action).to(self.device) 

        self.actor_target.load_state_dict(self.actor.state_dict()) 

        self.critic = Critic(self.state_dim, 

self.action_dim).to(self.device) 

        self.critic_target = Critic(self.state_dim, 

self.action_dim).to(self.device) 

        self.critic_target.load_state_dict(self.critic.state_dict()) 

        self.actor_optimizer = optim.Adam(self.actor.parameters(), 

lr=1e-4) 

        self.critic_optimizer = optim.Adam(self.critic.parameters(), 

lr=1e-3) 

        self.memory = ReplayMemory(10000) 

        self.batch_size = 32 
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        self.gamma = 0.99 

        self.tau = 0.005 

        self.noise_scale = 0.1 

        self.log_file = "smart_home_log.csv" 

        with open(self.log_file, "w", newline="") as f: 

            writer = csv.writer(f) 

            writer.writerow(["Episode", "Step", "Temperature", 

"Light_Level", "Time", "Preferred_Temp",  

                             "Preferred_Light", "Action_Temp", 

"Action_Light", "Reward"]) 

 

    def select_action(self, state, add_noise=True): 

        state = torch.FloatTensor(state).unsqueeze(0).to(self.device) 

        action = self.actor(state).detach().cpu().numpy()[0] 

        if add_noise: 

            noise = self.noise_scale * np.random.normal(0, 1, 

self.action_dim) 

            action = np.clip(action + noise, self.env.action_space.low, 

self.env.action_space.high) 
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        return action 

 

    def update(self): 

        if len(self.memory) < self.batch_size: 

            return 

        batch = self.memory.sample(self.batch_size) 

        states, actions, rewards, next_states, dones = zip(*batch) 

 

        states = torch.FloatTensor(np.array(states)).to(self.device) 

        actions = torch.FloatTensor(np.array(actions)).to(self.device) 

        rewards = 

torch.FloatTensor(rewards).unsqueeze(1).to(self.device) 

        next_states = 

torch.FloatTensor(np.array(next_states)).to(self.device) 

        dones = torch.FloatTensor(dones).unsqueeze(1).to(self.device) 

 

        next_actions = self.actor_target(next_states) 

        target_q = self.critic_target(next_states, next_actions) 

        target_q = rewards + (1 - dones) * self.gamma * target_q 
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        current_q = self.critic(states, actions) 

        critic_loss = nn.MSELoss()(current_q, target_q.detach()) 

        self.critic_optimizer.zero_grad() 

        critic_loss.backward() 

        self.critic_optimizer.step() 

 

        actor_loss = -self.critic(states, self.actor(states)).mean() 

        self.actor_optimizer.zero_grad() 

        actor_loss裏 

 

        # Soft update target networks 

        for target_param, param in zip(self.actor_target.parameters(), 

self.actor.parameters()): 

            target_param.data.copy_(self.tau * param.data + (1 - 

self.tau) * target_param.data) 

        for target_param, param in zip(self.critic_target.parameters(), 

self.critic.parameters()): 

            target_param.data.copy_(self.tau * param.data + (1 - 

self.tau) * target_param.data) 
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    def train(self, episodes=500): 

        for episode in range(episodes): 

            state, _ = self.env.reset() 

            total_reward = 0 

            step = 0 

            done = False 

            while not done: 

                action = self.select_action(state) 

                next_state, reward, done, truncated, info = 

self.env.step(action) 

                self.memory.push(state, action, reward, next_state, 

done) 

                # Log for transparency 

                with open(self.log_file, "a", newline="") as f: 

                    writer = csv.writer(f) 

                    writer.writerow([episode, step, state[0], state[1], 

state[2], state[3], state[4],  

                                     action[0], action[1], reward]) 
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                state = next_state 

                total_reward += reward 

                self.update() 

                step += 1 

                if done or truncated: 

                    break 

            if episode % 50 == 0: 

                print(f"Episode {episode}, Total Reward: 

{total_reward:.2f}, " 

                      f"Final Temp: {self.env.temp:.1f}, Final Light: 

{self.env.light:.1f}") 

        self.env.close() 

 

    def test(self): 

        env = SmartHomeEnv() 

        state, _ = env.reset() 

        total_reward = 0 

        done = False 

        env.render() 
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        while not done: 

            action = self.select_action(state, add_noise=False) 

            state, reward, done, truncated, info = env.step(action) 

            total_reward += reward 

            env.render() 

            if done or truncated: 

                break 

        print(f"Test Reward: {total_reward:.2f}") 

        env.close() 

 

    def save_model(self, path="smart_home_actor.pth"): 

        torch.save(self.actor.state_dict(), path) 

        print(f"Model saved to {path}") 

 

if __name__ == "__main__": 

    env = SmartHomeEnv() 

    agent = SmartHomeDDPGAgent(env) 

    agent.train() 
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Unset

    agent.test() 

    agent.save_model() 

Step 3: Running and Observing Results 

Run the script: 

bash 

python smart_home_ddpg.py 

Training: 

●​ Takes ~5–15 minutes on a CPU (faster with a GPU). 

●​ Every 50 episodes, logs total reward, final temperature, and light level. 

●​ Early rewards may be negative (e.g., -100 to -50) due to exploration and sensor 

noise. 

●​ As training progresses, rewards improve (e.g., -20 to 0), with temperature and light 

converging to user preferences (e.g., 23°C, 65 lux). 

Testing: 

●​ Prints the environment state per step, showing the agent adjusting temperature and 

light. 

●​ A successful run maintains temperature within ±1°C and light within ±5 lux of 

preferences, with minimal energy cost. 

Output Example: 

 
 

AiBuilders.academy  | 144 

https://aibuilders.academy/


Unset

Unset

Episode 0, Total Reward: -85.32, Final Temp: 21.8°C, Final Light: 48.2 

lux 

... 

Episode 450, Total Reward: -12.45, Final Temp: 23.1°C, Final Light: 64.8 

lux 

Test Reward: -10.23 

Step: 1, Temp: 23.0°C, Light: 65.2 lux, Time: 13:00, Preferred Temp: 

23.5°C, Preferred Light: 66.0 lux 

... 

The smart_home_log.csv file records decisions for transparency, e.g.: 

Episode,Step,Temperature,Light_Level,Time,Preferred_Temp,Preferred_Light

,Action_Temp,Action_Light,Reward 

0,0,22.1,50.3,12.0,23.0,65.0,0.4,4.2,-3.5 

... 

Step 4: Optimizing for Local Execution 

To deploy on an edge device (e.g., Raspberry Pi), optimize the model for low resource 

usage: 

●​ Model Quantization: Convert the actor network to a smaller format using PyTorch’s 

quantization: 
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Python

Python

python 

# After training, in SmartHomeDDPGAgent 

def quantize_model(self, path="smart_home_actor_quantized.pth"): 

    self.actor.eval() 

    quantized_model = torch.quantization.quantize_dynamic( 

        self.actor, {nn.Linear}, dtype=torch.qint8 

    ) 

    torch.save(quantized_model.state_dict(), path) 

    print(f"Quantized model saved to {path}") 

 

# Add to main 

agent.quantize_model() 

●​ Inference with TensorFlow Lite (Optional): Convert the PyTorch model to 

TensorFlow Lite for edge deployment: 

python 

# Requires torch, onnx, and tflite_converter 

import onnx 
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from onnx_tf.backend import prepare 

import tensorflow as tf 

 

def convert_to_tflite(self, path="smart_home_actor.tflite"): 

    # Export to ONNX 

    dummy_input = torch.randn(1, self.state_dim).to(self.device) 

    torch.onnx.export(self.actor, dummy_input, "actor.onnx", 

opset_version=11) 

     

    # Convert to TensorFlow Lite 

    onnx_model = onnx.load("actor.onnx") 

    tf_rep = prepare(onnx_model) 

    converter = tf.lite.TFLiteConverter.from_saved_model(tf_rep) 

    tflite_model = converter.convert() 

    with open(path, "wb") as f: 

        f.write(tflite_model) 

    print(f"TFLite model saved to {path}") 
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Python

# Add to main 

agent.convert_to_tflite() 

●​ Edge Deployment: On a Raspberry Pi, use the TFLite interpreter to run inference: 

python 

import tflite_runtime.interpreter as tflite 

import numpy as np 

 

interpreter = tflite.Interpreter(model_path="smart_home_actor.tflite") 

interpreter.allocate_tensors() 

input_details = interpreter.get_input_details() 

output_details = interpreter.get_output_details() 

 

# Example inference 

state = np.array([22.1, 50.3, 12.0, 23.0, 65.0], dtype=np.float32) 

interpreter.set_tensor(input_details[0]["index"], state.reshape(1, -1)) 

interpreter.invoke() 

action = interpreter.get_tensor(output_details[0]["index"]) 
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Python

print("Action:", action) 

Step 5: Robustness and Ethical Features 

The agent incorporates Chapter 6’s principles: 

●​ Robustness: Handles sensor noise (noise_level=0.1) in observations, ensuring 

reliable performance despite imperfect sensors. 

●​ Fairness: Randomizes user preferences (preferred_temp, preferred_light) per 

episode, ensuring the agent generalizes across users. 

●​ Transparency: Logs all states, actions, and rewards to smart_home_log.csv, 

allowing users to audit decisions. 

●​ Safety: Clips actions to safe ranges (±1°C, ±10 lux) to prevent extreme settings. 

To enhance robustness, test with higher noise: 

python 

# In SmartHomeDDPGAgent 

def test_robust(self, noise_level=0.2): 

    env = SmartHomeEnv() 

    env.noise_level = noise_level 

    state, _ = env.reset() 

    total_reward = 0 

    done = False 
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    env.render() 

    while not done: 

        action = self.select_action(state, add_noise=False) 

        state, reward, done, truncated, info = env.step(action) 

        total_reward += reward 

        env.render() 

        if done or truncated: 

            break 

    print(f"Robust Test Reward (Noise {noise_level}): 

{total_reward:.2f}") 

    env.close() 

 

# Add to main 

agent.test_robust(noise_level=0.2) 

Step 6: Debugging and Optimization 

If the agent performs poorly (e.g., low rewards, unstable settings): 

●​ Increase Training: Extend to 1000 episodes or increase batch_size (e.g., 64). 

●​ Tune Hyperparameters: Adjust learning_rate (e.g., 5e-4 for actor), noise_scale 

(e.g., 0.05), or gamma (e.g., 0.95). 
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Python

Python

●​ Reward Shaping: Add bonuses for staying near preferences (e.g., +1 if temp_error 

< 0.5). 

●​ Network Size: Reduce layers (e.g., 32-16) for faster edge inference. 

●​ Monitor Logs: Analyze smart_home_log.csv to identify patterns in poor performance 

(e.g., overshooting preferred temperature). 

Visualize training with TensorBoard: 

python 

from torch.utils.tensorboard import SummaryWriter 

writer = SummaryWriter() 

# In train loop, after update() 

writer.add_scalar("Reward", reward, episode * env.max_steps + step) 

writer.close() 

Step 7: Real-World Deployment 

To deploy on a real smart home hub: 

●​ Hardware Interface: Use GPIO pins (Raspberry Pi) or APIs (e.g., Home Assistant) 

to control real devices. Replace the environment’s step with hardware commands: 

python 

import RPi.GPIO as GPIO 
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def control_thermostat(temp_adjust): 

    # Example: Adjust PWM signal for heater 

    GPIO.output(thermostat_pin, temp_adjust > 0) 

 

def control_light(light_adjust): 

    # Example: Adjust PWM for LED brightness 

    GPIO.output(light_pin, light_adjust) 

●​ Sensor Integration: Read real temperature/light sensors (e.g., DHT22, 

photoresistor) instead of simulated data. 

●​ Offline Capability: Ensure the TFLite model runs without internet, storing logs 

locally. 

●​ User Interface: Add a simple GUI (e.g., Flask) to display logs and accept user 

preference inputs. 

Key Features for Local AI 

This agent is local because: 

●​ Runs on-device with lightweight networks (64-32 neurons). 

●​ Processes sensor data (temperature, light) locally, avoiding cloud dependency. 

●​ Uses quantization/TFLite for edge compatibility (e.g., Raspberry Pi). 

●​ Maintains low latency for real-time control (milliseconds per action). 

It also aligns with personal and private principles: 
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●​ Personal: Adapts to user preferences (randomized in training, customizable in 

deployment). 

●​ Private: Keeps all data on-device, with logs stored locally. Could be extended with 

differential privacy (as in the previous response) for added security. 

Conclusion 

This local AI agent demonstrates how to build a smart home controller that optimizes 

comfort and energy efficiency on a local device, using DDPG for continuous control and 

incorporating robustness and transparency.  
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